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he ceremony of counting the votes for pre- 
By vice president of the U. States, and the 
election of vice president, &c. are amply detailed 
in our congressional proceedings. 
ag-The present sheet is filled with subjects of 
reat interest. In addition to the second division 
and conclusion of the defence of general Scott, be- 
fore the court of inquiry at Frederick, it contains a 
Jetter from the president of the United States to the 
committee appointed under Mr. Wise’s resolution 
to iavestigate the manner in which the various exe- 
cutive departments have conducted their business, 
in which he refuses to assist the committee in in- 
vestigations of the character they have instituted, 
‘Ke.—a message from the same functionary to the 
senate of the United States, recommending the pas- 
saze of an act a 9 HE reprisals, and the use of 
4he naval force of the United States by the exe- 
utive, against Mexico in the event of the refusal 
of that goverament to come to an amicable adjust- 
ment of the controversy, upon another demand 
4hereof made from on board one of our vessels of 
‘ar on the coast of Mexico—the explanations of 
Messrs. Peyton, Wise, &c. in reply to Mr. Whit- 
ney’s letter published in our last—Mr. Bell’s bill 
o preserve the purity of elections—a synopsis of 
he land bill passed on Thursday last, in the se- 
nate, with the yeas and nays thereon—a detailed 
account of the proceedings on counting the bal- 
Jots for president and vice president, &c.—a notice 
of M:. Calhoun’s remarks on a letter of the presi- 
Ment to him, in which Mr. C.is charged by the 
President with having asserted that he, (the pre- 
Bident) was concerned in speculations in public 
Manis—tozether with detailed accounts of all busi- 
hess of interest that has transpired in both houses 


‘of congress, since our last publication, &c. &c. 
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Tas Untren States AnD Mexico. The mes- 
Gaze of the president of the United States to the se- 
Bate recommending a war of reprisals upon Mexi- 
fan commerce, will, no doubt, cause some surprise 
in the minds of our readers; but especially when 
hey recollect that the last official communication 
om this government to Mr. Gorostiza, previous to 
is departure from this country, breathed the most 
onciliatory spirit, and that the last rumors from 
exico represented that nation on the point of de- 
aring war against us for an invasion of her terri- 
bry, &c. From the instructions of the secretary 
i state to Mr. Ellis, our minister to Mexico, which 
e have in type, but are unfortunately compelled 
omit for want of room, it now appears, that an 
nfavorable issue of our negociations was anticipat- 
l, and that that representative returned to this 
buntry, not because Mr. Gorostiza had closed his 
plomatic relations here, but in pursuance of in- 
uctions from the secretary of state. The whole 
bject is one of curious interest, but is not intelli- 
ble without the documents referred to, which 
| have a place in our next. 





e TRIAL or Gen. Garnes. The military court at 
ederick is still engaged in the trial of gen. Gaines. 
® see it stated that a court is to be held at 
* same place for the trial of major Gates, who was 
missed from the service, (but again reinstated) 
alleged cowardice in the Florida war. His case 
excited much sympathy, and the impression is 
ral that the decision of the president was based 
frroneous information. 





Se lextco. In addition to the particulars given 
ow, We have learned that gen. Bravo arrived at 
lamoras on the 9th of January in advance of 
troops, which were, however, arriving in small 
chments, but in a very miserable condition. 
he report of a revolution in California is con- 
ned, and itis stated that capt. Kennedy of the 
*rican squadron, had landed several hundred 
1 to assist the insurgents. 
Xtract ofa letter from an officer of the United 
a ry Natchez, dated at Vera Cruz, Mexico, 
‘lary 9, 
he Natchez touched off the port of Metamoras 
“le 28th ultimo, and was first to convey thither 
litelligence of Sanra ANna’s liberation by the 


demonstrations of joy by the officers at the port, 
some of whom are his personal as well as his po- 
litical friends. ‘They repeatedly caught the gentle- 
men who imparted the information, in the a la mode 
Castilian embrace, nearly overwhelming them with 
the extravagance of their caresses, and at evening 
entertained them with a serenade and salute from 
muskets, and treated them during their stay with a 
rofusion of hospitality. A courier was immediate- 
y despatched to proclaim the glad tidings in the 
city, and a celebration of the event was had by the 
firing of artillery, accompanied by acclamations of 
“Jong live Santa Ana!” 
“Tampico, Jan. 12, 1837. 
“Since the last uproar we had here with the con- 
spiracy, tranquillity has not been disturbed, and pub- 
lic confidence begins to revive. The usual efiects 
of a conspiracy of this kind having been kept down 
by the sagacity of a few individuals, in making the 
government believe there was no such plot; the ele- 
ments for a revolutionary movement, however, still 
exist, though much deranged by the return of Bus- 
tamente, which has created such a division among 
those who professed to be Santanites or federalists, 
as to give more consistency to a government, which, 
previously to that event, could not be called one. I 
must here repeat what I stated in my preceeding 
letter, that the Mexicans worn out with the mis- 
management of the affairs under Santa Ana and 
Tornel’s administration, are fast rallying to Busta- 
mente’s standard, in the hope of a change for the 
better. The clergy, the merchants, the land-own- 








ers, and a great majority of the military, have pro- 
nounced in favor of their former president; and, in- 
deed, things are assuming such an aspect as to 
place beyond doubt the triumph of Bustamente and 
his party. 

“The conduct of Santa Ana in the Texian cam- 
paign exasperated most of the oflicers of the army; 
and his journey to Washington to settle the afiairs 
of Texas, ata moment when the people generally 
blame and condemn the conduct of the American 
Ries and would prefer a rupture with the 

nited States to the present siate of things, has gi- 
ven great umbrage to the nation at large: 

“The troops of our garrison, 900 strong, are con- 
stantly on the move, and so are the forces under 
Amador, at Metamoras, consisting of about 2,500 
men. Bravo has still his head quarters at Saltillo, 
and his forces there amountto 1,500 men. The re- 
serve, 1,200 strong, is at San Luis. The fears of 
some revolutionary movement here will not permit, 
at present, the troops of our garrison being remov- 
ed; and as to the forces at Metamoras and Saltillo, 
they are watching the movements of the Texians, 
who, but a few days ago, it was reported, were me- 
ditating an attack upon Metamoras. The govern- 
ment has decided that the army designed to operate 
in Texas shall be composed of 7,000 men, 3,000 of 
whom are to form adivision of reserve to be station- 
ed at Metamoras and Saltillo. It is difficult to say 
when and how these troops are to enter Texas; for 
as yet the navy is not ready, and no magazines of 
any consequence have been formed for the cam- 

aign. A brig of war arrived at Metamoras from 

era Cruz, ten days ago, with warlike stores, and a 
floating bridge of boats constructed at Campeachy, 
and intended to facilitate the passage of the troops 
across the rivers and creeks in Texas. Indeed, my 
friends at Metamoras inform me that the prepara- 
tions making there are on a larger scale than they 
were last year.” 





ENGLAND AND New GrenapaA. A rupture is 
anticipated between these two countries. It ap- 
pears that a rencounter that took place in one of the 
streets of Panama, between the English consul, Jo- 
seph Russell, and signor Paredes, on the night of 
the 20th November—in the course of which signor 
Paredes was severely wounded. The cries of his 
wife, who was with him at the time, attracted per- 
sons around—and Mr. Russel was knocked down 
without ceremony, after having been disarmed—and 
hurried to prison. 

Mr. Turner, the British minister, has. interfered 
and demanded the release of the consul, the remo- 
val from office of the functionaries who impri- 
soned him, the restoration of the consul’: house, &c. 
and the payment of one thousand pounds sterling, 





*“rnment of Texas, and his departure for Wash- 
on. It was received with the most enthusiastic 
oL. LI.—Sie. 24. 


as a compensation for the cruelties he suffered. All 
of which was promptly refused. 
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Santander has issued his proclamation, appealing 
to the honor and the patriotism of his countrymen 
to sustain themselves against the efforts of Great 
Britain or any other power, to humiliate them in 
their own eyes, and in the eyes of the world. He 
says the sons of New Grenada will choose the patri- 
otic part of dying with glory, rather than to see their 
own country humble herself at the feet of the sol- 
diers of Albion. 

The secretary of foreign affairs (senor de Pombo) 
thus concludes one of his letters to the British min- 
ister: 

“If you determine on adopting the alternative of 
hostilities, be pleased to communicate your inten- 
tion as soon as possible, that we may prepare for our 
defence. New Grenada, in such cases possesses the 
indisputable right of repelling force by force; and she 
shall accordingly resist any hostile act of the British 
arms. The unequal contest, it is true, will be la- 
mentable—but the world will see the justice of our 
cause, and that we are forced to this painful extre- 
mity, in defence of our national rights, and honor, 
and dignity, against the unjust demands of a pow- 
erful and hitherto friendly nation.” 





From THE West InpiEs. The Barbadoes le- 


8 | gislature was opened for the first time under the 


government of sir E. J. McGregor, on the 25th 
October. His excellency was addressed by ‘his 
majesty’s loyal and dutiful subjects,” a committee 
of the “free descendants of Africa” residing in Bar- 
badoes, and by the free colored inhabitants of St. 
Kitts, with congratulations upon his appointment, 
and assurances of their high anticipations from his 
just and equitable administration, of their respect 
for the laws, and loyalty to the king. 

The Jamaica house of assembly and council have 
passed a bill to regulate the qualification of voters 
and legislators, which seems to give great dissatis- 
faction. Voters must have a freehold of £30 per 
annum, or arent charge of £50, and pay taxes to 
the amount of £5. Members of the assembly must 
have £3,006 real, or 5,000 personal property. A 
petition to the mother country against the law, was 
proposed to be circulated for signatures. 

A bill was before the assembly, establishing a 

ualification also for admission into the ranks of 
the militia! 

Another subject of warm discussion, in and out 
of the legislature, was the proposed establishment 
of a colonial bank. 


THe NASHVILLE RAIL ROAD. The legislature 
of the state of Mississippi have, at the session just 
closed, after a close contest between the friends 
and opponents of the measure, passed an act grant- 
ing a charter, within that state, to the Nashville 
and New Orleans rail road. 


Deatu or O’Connett. The Boston Galaxy 
states that information has been received in that 
city, via Halifax, of the death of Daniel O’ Connell. 
All Dublin was in mourning, the shops shut, and 
the merchants meeting as though each had lost a 
friend. His age was sixty-four. 

THE LAND BILL. In the senate on Thursda 
last, the land bill, as amended by the committee on 
public lands, to which it was recommitted, was 
passed by a vote of 27 yeas to 23 nays. We find 
the following synopsis of it in the Intelligencer of 
yesterday: 

1. That no person shall be entitled to enter by 
entry, or at auction, more than two sections of the 
public land; and previous to entry or to purchase, 
must make and file with the register and receiver of 
the land district an affidavit that the lands are 
sought to be purchased for his own use, and not in 
trust for another, nor for sale or speculation; and 
that he has made no contract, written or verbal, to 
sell, lease, mortgage or otherwise encumber the 
land, or any part of it; that he is at least twenty- 
one years of age, and has not previously purchased 
or entered, under this act, any public jand, which, 
together with what he now buys, would exceed two 
sections. He must then pay the money, whereupon 
he gets a receipt for it from the receiver, with the 
consent of the register endorsed on it. 

2. Within five years from the date of his receipt 
he must prove, to the satisfaction of the register 
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and receiver, by the oaths of two competent and 
disinterested witnesses, that he has erected a dwel- 
ling house on the land, and cleared and cultivated at 
least one-tenth of it; or that he has resided on it 
one year of the five. He may then get his patent. 
If he fails in this proof he forfeits the purchase 
money. If he dies within the five years, and his 
death shall be proved within six years from the 
date of the receipt, the patent is still to issue.— 
Any sale, lease, or mortgage, or contract for sale, 
&c. before the patent,.is void. 

3. Pre-emption is allowed, on proof as above, that 
the applicant has actually occupied and resided on 
any tract of the public land before the Ist of De- 
cember, 1836, and has cultivated any part of it 
within the year 1836. There are several guards to 
this section of the bill to cover reserved tracts, lead 
mines, &c. lands to which the Indian title has not 
been extinguished, and lands beyond the bounds of 
the states and territories. 


4. The owner of a farm may enter any adjoining 


‘land subject to private entry, not exceeding one 


section. An affidavit is required that the land is 
sought to enlarge his farm, and not for speculation, 
&c. and the whole must not exceed two sections. 

5. A parent, being a citizen of the United States, 
may enter land for his children, but not over two 
sections in all; and no patent to come till the child 
becomes of age. 

6. Purchases may be made in quarter-quarter 
sections; but no one shail enter more than four 
quarter-quarter sections not contiguous. All land 
to be taxable by state authority from the day of 
purchase. . 

7. The law to continue to the 30th of June, 1840. 





THE RESTRAINING LAW. We subjoin a copy of 
the bill for the repeal of the restraining law, as it 
passed the senate, and substantially as it passed to 
a third reading in the house on Thursday, by a unani- 
mous vote. It provides as the ~eader will perceive, 
for a simple repeal of the law, and for the re-enact- 
ment of the provision of the revised statutes in re- 
Jation to foreign corporations. In this shape, the 
bill may be regarded as entirely satisfactory to every 
reasonable friend of the removal of the existing re- 
. strictions. 

An act to repeal in part the revised statutes, relating 
to unauthorised banking, and the circulation of 
certain notes or evidences of debt issued by banks. 
The people of the state of New York, represented 

in senate and assembly, do enact as follows: 

Sec. 1. So much of title twenty, chapter twen- 
ty, part first of the revised statutes, relating to 
unauthorised banking, and the circulation of certain 
notes, or evidences of debt issued by banks, as pro- 
hibits a person or association of persons not incor- 
porated, from keeping offices for the purpose of re- 
ceiving deposites, or discounting notes or bills, be 
and the same is hereby repealed. 

Sec. 2. This act shall not be so construed as to 


authorise or permit any incorporation created by | 


the laws of any other state, to keep any oflice for 
the purpose of receiving deposites, or discounting 
notes or bills, or issuing any evidence of debt to 
be loaned or put in circulation as money within this 
state. 

Sec. 3. No incorporated bank in this state, nor 
any officer or director thereof, shall open or keep an 
office of deposite or discount under this act, or be 
interested or concerned, directly or indirectly, in 
any such associations. ‘The bank officer or direc- 
tor shall forfeit the sum of one thousand dollars 
for each violation of any of the provisions of this 

ection. 

Sec. 4. This act shall take effect immediately on 
its final passage. 

‘The amendments made by the house are as fol- 
lows: substituting in the second section the word 
“corporation,” for ‘incorporations”—and adding 
the words, “or country” alter the words “any other 
state,” and erasing the word “immediately,” in the 
fourth section. [ dlbany Argus. 





THE INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE AND 
THE PRESIDENT. 

Fromthe Washington Globe of Saturday, the 4th inst. 
In select committee of the house, to inquire into the 
executive departments, January 23, 1837. 

The following resolutions, as amended, were 
adopted, and a copy of the same directed to be 
sent by the chairman to each of the heads of the 
departments. 

1. Resolved, That the heads of the several depart- 
ments be directed to furnish this committee with a 
statement showing the sums of money paid within 
the year ending on the first of December last, by 
such departments respectively, their agents, or de- 
puties, without authority of law, if any, to printers 
or editors of newspapers; specifying the names and 
residence of such printers and editors, and also the 


‘| to, the government of the United States, with the 


names and places of publication of the newspapers 
owned or published by them; and showing the ser- 
vices and consideration for which such sums have 
been paid, giving each item as stated in the ac- 
counts of such printer or editor, and the reasons for 
making such payments. 

2. Kesolved, ‘That the president of the United 
States be requested, and the heads of the several 
executive departments be directed, to furnish this 
commnittee with a list of all the officers, or agents, 
or deputies, who have been appointed or employed 
and paid, since the 4th of March, 1829, to the Ist 
of December last, if any, without authority of law, 
or whose names are not contained in the last print- 
ed register of public officers, commonly called the 
‘Blue Book,” by the president or either of the said 
heads of departments respectively, and without 
nomination to, or the advice and consent of the 
senate of the United States; showing the names of 
such officers, and agents, or deputies; the suis paid 
to each, the services rendered, and by what authori- 
ty appointed and paid, and what reasons for such 
appointment. 

3. Resolved, That the heads of the several de- 
partments be required to furnish this committee 
with a statement showing the various amounts of 
money paid within the last four years, ending on 
the first of December last, for contingencies, whe- 
ther appropriated or not by law, to whom and for 
what appropriations have been changed from specific 
to other objects of expenditure than those for which 
they were made, and how such change was autho- 
rised or effected; and showing the amount of illegal 
or irregular expenditures, allowances or payments 
of every description whatever, if any, made by said 
departments respectively,since the 4th day of March, 
1829, to the Ist of December, 1836, and whether 
paid by treasury warrant or draft, or otherwise, to 
whom and for what paid, and the authority and 
reasons for such expenditures. 


4. Resolved, That the heads of the several de- 


partments be directed to furnish this committee 
with a list of all officers, agents or deputies, who 
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and paid, and what reasons for such apnointmen; m the con 
Resolved, That the various executive officers jp = satters 


replying tothe foregoing resolutions, be requested 4 ceneral 











have, since the 4th day of March, 1829, to the Ist 
of December last, within the departments respec- 
tively, received salaries, pay or emolument of any 
kind, without rendering service to the government; 
who have received salaries, pay or emolument of 
any kind, without being in office; whose commis- 
sions have been ante-dated; who held other stations 
or appointments, state or federal, when receiving 
pay for particular offices or agencies, or who have 
been engaged in private employment, and what, 
whilst receiving pay from, and rendering no service 








/names of such officers, or agents, or deputies; the 
sums or salaries paid to each, and the times of 
service of each respectively. 

5. Resolved, That the various executive officers, 
iin replying to the foregoing resolutions, be request- 
'ed, at the same time, to furnish a statement of the 
period at which any innovations not authorised by 
law, if such exist, had their origin; their causes, 
and the necessity which has required their continu- 
ance. 


6. Resolved, That the secretary of the navy be 
directed to furnish this committee with the report, 
or copy of the report, of John P. Van Ness and 
Amos Kendall, commissioners appointed by au- 
thority of the president of the United States, to 
receive and report such testimony as might be 
ofiered touching certain charges preferred by Mr. 
Hanson Gassaway, relative to the condemnation, 
and delivery to him, of sundry pieces of ordnance 
at Washington arsenal; and certain other charges 
connected with sundry contracts, and other matters 
connected with the office of the navy commissioners, 
which commissioners sat during the year 1833. 

A true copy from the journal. 

Attest B. F. HALLETT, clerk. 


In select committee of the house to inqutre into the ex- 
ecutive departments, §c. January 23d, 1837. 
The following resolutions were adopted and the 





the same time to furnish a statement of the perio, cusatio: 
at which any innovations not authorised by Jaw " and of | 
such exist, had their origin; their causes’ and ;,, JB) 2! mer 
necessity which has required their continuance. [PE guilty» 
Attest, B. F. HALLETT, clerk > you req 
souk - to beco 
The president’s letter to the committee. B dence t 
[copy.] © be foun 
Washington city, January 26, 1837. § alone b. 
Srr: I received on the evening of the 24thins JR Us Se 
your letter, covering a copy of certain resolution. JF such a} 
purporting to have been adopted by a committee o withdra 
the house of representatives, of which you a. under t 
chairman, and request that you will lay before thy JB) te!" 
committee, this, my reply, which I hasten to maj. JB t¢™ © 
It appears, by the published proceedings of th, lege 
house of representatives, that the committee, .; Ry jailer 
which you are chairman, was appointed on yo, B  22%!04S 
motion. The resolution oifered by you, and fiiaiiy shail hie 
adopted by the house, raised a direct issue wit) Pt a 
that part of my annual message in which I held the and a 
following language: ‘‘Before concluding this pape, ol ee 
i think it due to the various executive department: estab ft 
to bear testimony of their prosperous condition, & li, at 
and to the ability and integrity with which they [B Y@70"° 
have been conducted. It has been my aim to er. sda 
force in all of them a vigilant and faithiul dischary, weit” 
of the public business; and it is gratifying to me pea ; 
to believe that there is no just cause of complaint, Ry bee. fi 
from any quarter, at the manner in which they have ib 
fulfilled the object of their creation.”” Your resoly. [Re pp 
tion is in the following words: so ig 
‘Resolved, ‘That so much of the president’s mes. “ * ¥ 
sage as relates to the ‘condition of the various ex. fi rig 
ecutive departments, the ability and integrity with wig 
which they have been conducted, the vigilant and eee 
faithful discharge of the public business in ail of a 4 
them, and the causes of complaint from any quar. Moke 
ter, at the manner in which they have fulfilled t 4 
objects of their creation,’ be referred to a sclect Pe 
committee, to consist of nine members, with power wy He 
to send for persons and papers, and with instrue- ithe 
tions to inquire into the condition of the variow Fy. 
executive departments, the ability and integrity Ry heen - 
with which they have been conducted, into the rei et 





manner in which the public business has been dis- 
charged in all of them, and into all causes of cow- 
plaint, from any quarter, at the manner in which 
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said departments, or their bureaus or offices, or any RE.) cc, 
of their officers or agents of every description 9 gal 
whatever, directly or indirectly connected wih By... 385 
them in any manner, officially or unofficially, in pea, 
duties pertaining to the public interest, have {ulti possible 
ed or failed to accomplish the objects of their cre:- os es 
tion, or have violated their duties, or have injured i 
and impaired the public service and interest, an tomate: 3 
that said committee in its inquiries, may reler oF di: : suis 
such periods of time as to them may seem expewelt coma, 
and proper.” specific | 
It also appears, from the published proceesi0s be shade 
of the house, that this resolution was accompanit( er Mec 
and supported by a speech of considerable lengi', thors of 
in which you preferred many severe but vagie vants wi 
charges of corruption and abuse in the executive Gan ata 
departments. The resolutions adopted by the com, In the 
mittee, as well as that adopted by the house itself, ishment 
must be taken in connection with your introduce intbemadl 
ry speech, which gives a character to the whole nse 4 


proceeding. When thus regarded, it is obvicls 
that, by the resolution of the house, an issue 18 ma" 
with the president of the United States; as he bat 
alleged, in his annual message, that the heads ay 
the executive departments had performed their 0b 
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: In eacl 
cial duties with ability and integrity. In yo mark i 
speech you denied this; you charged them WR jy: 
raanifold corruptions, and abuses of trust, 5 "MM ty whiap 
had done in former speeches, to which you refersec: conaress, 


. . . - y bo 
and you demanded an investigation through t 
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medium of a committee. Certain other memd© 





chairman directed to furnish the president of the 
United States with a copy of the same: 

Resolved, That the president of the U. Stat+s be 
requested, and the heads of the several execittive 
departments be directed, to furnish this committee 
with a list or lists of all the officers, or agents, or 
| deputies who have been appointed or employed and 
paid, since the 4th of March, 1829, to the Ist of ec. 
last, if any, without authority of law, or w'aose 
names are not contained in the last printed register 
of public officers, commonly called the “Blue 
Book,” by the president or either of the said heads 
of department respectively, and without nomina- 
the U. States, showing the names of such offic ers 
and agents, or deputies, the sums paid to each, the 

















tion to, or the advice and consent of the senate of 
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of congress, as appears by the published debate ‘To the ho 
united with you in these accusations; and 10! re nelle 
| purpose of ascertaining their truth or falsehoo’."’ ‘es 


| committee you demanded was ordered to be ral I certi: 
and you were placed at its head. The first ” sent. 
ceeding of the investigating committee is to pe: 

series of resolutions, which, though amended . 

their passage, were, as understood, introduced Me DEFEN 
you, calling on the president and: the heads lee Re 
departments—not to answer to any specific yt THE skc 
not to explain any alleged abuse; not to give inl 


j i. . oa qk DEFEN 
|mation as to any particular transaction, - BEFOR 
suming that they have been guilty of the ec»! CITY, 4 











alleged, calls upon them to furnish evidence 25°", jy __ py 
| themselves! 

| After the reiterated charges you have made, a Mr. P; 
ito have been expected that you would have ral weeks 
| prepared to reduce them to specifications, ale in this su 
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the committee would then proceed to investigate the 
matters alleged. But instead of this, you resort to 
eoyeralities even more vague than your original ac- 
cusations, and in open violation of the constitution, 
and of that well established and wise maxim, ‘that 
all men are presumed to be innocent until roven 
guilty, according to the established rules of law, 
you request myself and the heads of the departments 
to become our own accusers, and to furnish the evi- 
dence to convict ourselves; and this call purports to 
be founded on the authority of that body in which 
alone by the constitution, the power of impeaching 
usis vested! ‘Lhe heads of departments may answer 
such a request as they please, provided they do not 
withdraw their own time, and that of the officers 
under their direction, from the public business, to 
the injury thereof. ‘To that business, I shall direct 
them to devote themselves, in preference to any il- 
Jegal and unconstitutional calls for information, no 
matter from what source it may come, or however 
anxious they may be to meet it. Tor myself, I 
shall repel all such attempts as an invasion of the 
winciples of justice, as well as of the constitution; 
and 1 shall esteem it my sacred duty to the people 
of the United States, to resist them as I would the 
establishment of a Spanish inquisition. _ ; 

If, after all the severe accusations contained in the 
various speeches of yourself and your associates, 
you are unwilling of yourown accord to bring spe- 
cific charges, then I request your cominittee to call 
yourself and your associates, and every other mem- 
ber of congress who has inade the general charge of 
corruption, to testily before God and our country, 
whether you or they know of any specilic corruption 
or abuse of trust in the executive departments; and if 
so, what itis. Ifyou are abie to point to any case 
where there is the slizhtest reason to suspect corrup- 
tion or abuse of trust, no obstacle which I can re- 
move shall be interposed to prevent the fullest scru- 
tiny by all legal means. The offices of ali the de- 
partinents wili be opened to you, and every facility 
ijurnished for this purpose. 

I hope, :.r, we shall at last have your charges, and 
that you will proceed to invescigate them, not like 
an inguisitor, but in the ack stoined mode. If you 
either will not make specific accusations, or if, when 
made, you aite;apt to establisa them by making 
jreemen their own ‘rs, you will not expect me 


tocountenance your proceedings. In the short pe- 
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aCCUS 
riod which remains ol iy official duty, I shall endea- 
vor,as | have heretofore endeavored, to fulfil the 
oblirations of that oath of office by which I ea- 
cared “to the best of my ability, to preserve, pro- 
tectand defend the constitution of the U. States;” 
and for this, and other reasons of the most solemn 
character, I shall, on the one hand, cause every 
possible facility consistent wita law and justice, to 
be given to the investigation of specific, tangible 
charges, and, on the other, shall repudiate all at- 
tempts to invade tie just rights of the executive 
rtments, and of the individuals coinposing the 
same. If, after all your clamor, you will make no 
specific charges, or bring no proof of such as shail 
be made, you and your associates must be regarded 
by the good people of the United States as the au- 
thors of unfounded calumnies; and the public ser- 
vants whom you have assailed will, in the estima- 
tion of all honorable men, stand fully acquitted. 

In the mean time, I cannot but express my aston- 
ishment that members of congress should call for 
information as to the names of persons to whom con- 
tiagent moneys are paid, and the objects of those 
payments, when there are six standing committees 
under the seventy-seventh rule of the house of re- 
presentatives, whose special duties are to examine 
annually into all the details of those expenditures 
in each of the executive departments. The like re- 
mark is applicable to some other branches of the 
Information sought by you, ample details in respect 
to which are to be found in the reports laid before 
congress, and now on your files, and to which I re- 
commend you to have recourse. I am, respectful- 
V,&e, (Signed) ANDREW JACKSON. 
Lo the hon. Henry A. Wise, chairman of the investi- 

gating committee of the abuses and corruptions 
charged against the executive depariments. 

I certify that thisis a true copy from the original 
sent. = Test, A. JACKSON, sr. 
Private secretary, &c. 
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DEFENCE OF MAJ GENERAL 
Reported for the National Intelligencer. 

THE SECOND DIVISION AND CONCLUSION OF THE 
DEFENCE OF MAJOR GENERAL WINFIELD SCOTT, 
BEFORE THE COURT OF INQUIRY AT FREDERICK 
CITY, JANUARY 2, 1337. 

1.—Delay in opening and prosecuting the Creek 
Campaign. 

Mr. Prestpenr: Through much labor and seve- 

ral weeks of indis»osition, I have at length reached 

In this summary the second general head of inquiry 
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| directed against me, and here 
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again the evidence in / 
my favor is ample and overwhelming. The whole | 
of this I anxiously desire to compress and embody; | 
but fear that my diminished strength will prove un- 

equal to the task. The records, however, are be- 

fore the court; and, on its researches, as well as its 

intelligence and justice, I confidently rely. 

On the 15th of April, Mr. Secretary Cass wrote 
to me to say that, as soon as the state of affairs in 
Florida would, in my judgment, permit, he wished 
me to direct my attention to the Creek Indians, and 
to adopt such measures as I might ‘find necessary 
to preserve or restore tranquillity to that part of the 
country.” By accident this letter was not received 
before the 2Gih of May, as is shown by major Kir- 
by’s endorsement. 
In the secretary’s next letter, dated May 16th, 
my attention was again strongly called to the Creek 
country, with power to require troops from Alabama. 

From the same source I received a third letter, 
dated the 19th of May, transmitting “for [my] in- 
formation a copy of a letter [that] day addressed to 
brevet major general Jesup,” in which copy it is 
said: “Should major general Scott, under the in- 
structions he has heretofore received, proceed to the 
theatre of operations, he will of course be entitled 
to the command, and you will serve under him.” 

On the 19th of May it was known at Washington 
that I was, about the beginning of the month, sick at 
St. Augustine, and hence the doubt whether I had 
proceeded to the Creek country. The 19th was two 
days prior to the receipt of my letter of the 11th, 
animadverting on major Read, and nine before the 
date of Mr. White’s letter to the president of the 
United States. 

On the 12th of June, a fortnight after I had reach- 
ed the Chattahoochee, I received another letter from 
the acting secretary, (Mr. Harris), dated the Ist, 
and directed to me at Fort Mitcheil, in which was 
enclosed a copy of Mr. White’s, without the presi- 
dent’s endorsement, and without the slightest allu- 
sion toit. After adverting te a previous letter, of 
May 25th, enclosing mea copy of the full instrue- 


ca 


tions to governor Call, to assuine, in a certain event, 
the command against the Seminel-s, Mr. Harris con- 
cludes: ‘1 am instructed to inforin you that, under 
these circumstances, the president deems it unne- 
eessary for you torcturn to the command in Fiorida.”’ | 

Now, the 20th of May, immediately on the re- 
ceipt of the letter of the 15th of April, [had charg- 
ig. gen, Eustis with the full command in Flo- 
out for the Creek coun- | 
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try. 

Behold me, then, Mr. President, from the 3ist of | 
May to the 6th of July, (the day on which the let- | 
ter of recall reached me), in the larger, and at the 
raoment the more important command, against the 
Creeks, without having heard that my conduct in 


Florida, even by letter respecting major Read, or 
Mr. White’s to the president, liad led to the expres- 


sion of one syllable of official displeasure at Wash- 
ington. On the contrary, sir, the letter from the 
adjutant general, (of May Sth), written by com- 
mand of the president, on the receipt of my report 
from Tampa Bay, contained expressions of decided 
approbation, and the secretary’s letters of the 16th 
and 19th, written after the receipt of mine of April 
30th, reporting that active operations in Florida had 
terminated for the season, contain nothing but the 
language of consideration and respect. The cle- 
ments of discontent, it seems, began to lower and 
mutter between the 21st and 28th, although I heard 
them not; but when a celebrated letter reached Mr. 
Blair, the storm thickened, the clouds were rent, and | 
I was struck by the winged bolt on the distant banks | 
of the Chattahooche I must not, however, sir, 
anticipate. 

Before leaving St. Augustine, as I reported from 
Savannah, May 22d, “I ordered the new musket ae- | 
coutrements, [about 1,800] the new arms, [750| 
Hall’s patent rifles}, and the new tents from Pico- | 
lata, and St. Augustine, to Augusta, and also some | 
spare fixed ammunition from the former place.” ‘The | 
route of these articles was immediately changed, af- | 
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'ter writing this letter, from Savannah vie Augusta, | 





'tamaha and Ochmulgee would remain navigable for 
‘common, if not for steam boats, many weeks lon- | 


&c. to from Savannah, by the way of Darien, the | 
Altamaha and Ochmulgee, to Hawkinsville or Ma- | 
con, distant from Columbus, Hawkinsville about 119 | 


miles, and Macon about 88. This change of route | 


— ° ° = | 
| was made upon the information of the hon. Mr. Jus- | 


tice Wayne, and the assurance of the agent of the} 
navigation company then in Savannah, that the Al- 


ger, and which assurance, aided by a long sneces- | 
sion of heavy showers, was more than verified. The 
court has seen that the rifles, accoutrements, &c. | 
took this better route instead of ascending the Sa- 
vannah river to Augusta, and thence by land 220} 
miles to Columbus. 


/you have no accoutrements. 





Having transacted other business in Savannah, 
the court has seen thatI was at Augusta on the 25th 
of May. Here I learned that, by orders from Wash- 
ington, a large quantity of subsistence had been pur- 
chased in Charleston, to be transported thence by 
land carriage, via Augusta, to Columbus, and imme- 
diately I directed lieutenant Dimmock, the quarter- 
master at Augusta, to write to Charleston to cause 
that subsistence to go by the way of Darien, for the 
reasons already mentioned. This letter, however, 
did not arrive in Charleston in time, which produc- 
ed at Augusta a part of the embarrassment experi- 
enced there in obtaining wagons. (See lieutenant 
Dimmock to me, May 29th). Subsequent instruc- 
tions were given by me in respect to all the other 
heavy articles, which, by orders from Washington, 
were to take the route from Charleston via Augusta. 


According to the testimony of major Kirby, I call- 
ed, when at Augusta, for a return of property at the 
United States arsenal near that city; marked upon 
the return the arms (including the only six pounder 
fitted for the field) and ordnance stores which I 
thought might be wanted, and ordered that the ar- 
ticles so marked should be forwarded to Columbus. 
The arsenal contained no accoutrements, and few or 
no cartridges for muskets. It contained, however, 
several thousand of muskets. 


But this, sir, was my position in respect to arms. 
1. I had already ordered, from Florida, 750 rifles, 
complete, and 1,800 musket accoutrements, because 
I had learned, by recent experience, as is in evi- 
dence, that the United States southern arsenals con- 
tained but few or none of those articles, and I want- 
ed them lo make up dejicienctes. 2. I did not know, 
nor could I tell, until 1 could see governor Schley, 
at Milledgeville, what muskets he might want to 
arm the troops he had ordered to the Creek country. 
3. I confidently relied, as a farther resource, should 
it be necessary, on the United States arsenal at 
Mount Vernon, from which, by steam, arms, &c. 
might be obtained more promptly than by wagons 
from Augusta, and I had then in my possession, 
transmitted by the adjutant general, a letter from 
captain Hardin to governor Clay, dated February 8, 
1836, which showed that there were, at that date, in 
the Mount Vernon arseual, “19,000 superior new 
muskets, with buck shot and ball cartridges, and ten 
pieces of field artillery, completely equipped.” 4 
[ arrived at Milledgeville the 28th of May, when I 
!carned that the state arsenal being deficient in arms, 
the governor had the day before required from the 


arsenal at Augusta, 1,000 muskets, &c. which hig 


- 


excellency thought would be enough to make up de- 


ficiencies, even before he knew that I had ordered 
to Coluinbus the 750 rifles (mentioned above) fora 
like purpose. See major Baden’s letter to me, dated 
May 31, enclosing the requisition of his excellency, 
dated the 27th. Major Baden said to me in that let- 
ter, “I have this day turned over to the assistant 
quartermaster here for transportation to Columbus 
**** one thousand muskets,” but not the accoutre- 
ments (also required) because there were none in 
the arsenal. 

Well, sir, I reached Columbus on the 30th of May. 
Many companies of the Georgia line, ordered out by 
the governor, had preceded me, and others were 
coming up daily. It was soon ascertained by ma- 
jor Kirby, the mustering officer, that those troops 
had brought with them a smaller number of arms, 
and those of a more inferior quality, than governor 
Schley and myself had expected. (See testimony 
of the major under my 15th question, and the depo- 
sition of the honorable colonel Dawson, M. C. to 
answer to my third interrogatory.) The heavy 
rains which had been falling for a week, and which, 
by carrying off bridges, and rendering bad roads 
worse, also soon alarmed me on the subject of the 
thousand muskets coming from Augusta, and the 
rifles and accoutrements coming from Hawkinsville. 
Accordingly, on the 3d of June, I addressed the ur- 
gent letter of this date to captain Hardin, command- 
ing the United States arsenal at Mount Vernon, in 
which I said: 

“On the receipt of this, you will lose no time in 
hiring a steamer of light draught of water, and put 
on board of her for this place, four pieces of ord- 
nance, two howitzers and two six-pounders, with 
harness and implements complete, and at least one 
hundred and fifty rounds of ammunition (fixed) for 
each piece. If you have no howitzers, you will 
send four six-pounders. Let the greater number of 


‘rounds of fixed ammunition be grape and canister, 
‘with some shells for the howitzer and some round 


shot for the six-pounders. Put on board the same 
boat 3,000 stands of muskets, complete; but I fear 
Nevertheless, send 
the arms, with prickers, primers, &c. Send, fur- 
ther, 100,900 rounds of fixed musket buck and ball, 
and some buck cartridges, and 50,000 flints. I rely 
upon your using the utmost despatch,” &e. 








a ns rs + “ e eae ~" ss on ee * 7 = ps 3 * 
2 Pn Se ae aay: a * 4 
“ Ae git . ~ohe elite ate Laer oy al pee ne 
SL Pear a a EE ER RN ee 








372 


> ws 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—FEB. 11, 1837—DEFENCE OF MAJOR GENERAL SCOTT. 








In his reply, dated June the 14th, captain Hardin 
said to me, that “the governors of Alabama and 
Florida have completely exhausted my stock of 
arms and ammunition,” and that hence he sent my 
requisition to the Baton Rouge arsenal; that “go- 
vernor Clay had drawn from this depot the follow- 
ing ordnance and ordnance stores, to wit: 4 six- 
pounders, complete; 6,800 muskets, complete; 
175,000 buckshot and ball cartridges; 307 six- 
posse canister; 105 six-pounder strap-shot; 9,700 

ints; 1,492 sets of infantry accoutrements; 50 yards 
of slow match; 1,000 priming tubes and 138 port- 
fires. Of the above, 6,000 muskets, 4 pieces of 
ordnance anda due proportion of other stores were 
shipped to Montgomery, and the balance were or- 
dered to Claiborne, for the troops called out by the 
Saag and to be rendezvoused at Irwinton, Bar- 

our county, in this state. I am at this moment 
engaged in preparing ammunition, and shipping it 
to Montgomery, which I shall continue to do until 
the close of the campaign.” 

Now, when it is recollected that gry esl is 
less than fifty miles from Tuskeegee, the head quar- 
ters of the Alabama line, the court will begin to see 
by what superior energy and despatch major gene- 
ral Jesup was enabled, without iving me the least 
intimation, and against my orders, to commence 
operations on the 12th of June, and to invert my 
plan of campaign! At Tuskeegee he found the 
troops in great numbers, already assembled, and 
armed from the United States arsenal, conveniently 
situated in his rear. But to return to my situation 
on the Georgia side of the enemy. 

I have said that I arrived at Columbus the 30th 
of May, accompanied by his excellency governor 
Schley, major general Jesup, major Kirby and cap- 
tain Parrott; the three latter of the army. I had 
not with me one staff officer, not even an aid-de- 
camp, except paymaster Kirby; but he was, as I 
have elsewhere said, almost a host within himself, 
performing in rapid succession the duties of adju- 
tant general, inspector general, quartermaster gene- 
ral, &c. but even Ais zeal and abilities had their li- 
mits, and I found, at Columbus, no staff officer, and 
no depots or stores of any kind. On the latter point, 
see the testimony of major Kirby. Every thin 
was still to be collected, or created and organized. 
No subsistence, and no stores of any kind had yet 
arrived or were near at hand, by any order issued at 
Washington. 

The instructions for — Jesup I hastily drew 
up, when already much indisposed. I had left St. 
Augustine in a convalescent state; but travellin 
night and day from Augusta, in storms of rain, 
had now relapsed. General Jesup set out for the 
head-quarters of the Alabama line, at Tuskeegee, 
on the 4th, and took with him captain Parrott. 

The Georgia troops continued to arrive at Colum- 
bus as late as the 23d of June. Of the regulars, 
one company (captain Monro’s) reached that place 
on the 14th; major Lomax’s small battalion, that of 
major Pierce, and colonel Henderson’s first detach- 
ment of United States marines, followed at inter- 
vals of two, three and five days. The remainder 
of the United States troops came even a little later. 
And here it is proper to say, that not a man was in 
the field by my order. The regulars were all sent 
from the north by directions from the war and navy 
departments, and the volunteers, mediately, at least, 
by the governors of their respective states. 

Hearing, from passengers arriving at Columbus 
in the public coaches from the east, that the wa- 

ons, loaded with muskets, &c. sent by maj. Baden 
rom the Augusta arsenal, were muc delayed by 
the heavy rains, and consequently injury to the 
roads and bridges, I despatched, the 13th of June, 
an intelligent volunteer, John Crowell, jun. esq. 
remarkable for his zeal and energy, to proceed ra- 
em until he should meet the train, and then to 

ire extra wagons, distribute the loads and force 
the whole to move, day and night, towards Colum- 
bus. See his report to me, dated the 16th, and the 
deposition of governor Schley, (answer to my 23d 
interrogatory). This train, which Mr. Crowell 
thought would reach Columbus the 19th, did not ar- 
rive until the night of the 20th. 

The 18th, having heard nothing of the approach 
of the rifles, musket accoutrements, &c. which had 
been expected at Columbus about the 12th, from 
Hawkinsville, I instructed an aid-de-camp, lieute- 
nant Betts, to proceed day and night to meet, and to 
hasten on by similar means, those articles. After 
he was in the saddle for this purpose, major Beard, 
who had been for some time em leyes in the quar- 
termaster’s department on the Ochmulgee, arrived, 
and assuring Mr. Betts and myself that he (the 
major) had placed the Hawkinsville train under a 
most energetic conductor, I permitted Mr. Betts to 
dismount. Two steamboat accidents had delayed 
these arms, &c. coming up from Darien to Haw- 
kinsville; and on the road thence a most extraordi- 


nary ey seized the conductor and his wagoners, 
by which several days more were lost. (See Mr. 
Bett’s testimony). The rifles, accoutrements, &c. 
did not arrive at Columbus till the 23d or 25th, after 
I had moved with the whole disposable armed force 
of Georgia and the regulars who had come up.— 
Major Alford’s mounted battalion was left to arm 
itself with a part of the rifles, and to follow; and 
directions given for sending down the river the re- 
mainder of the rifles, the musket accoutrements, 
&c. for the use of the troops in advance. Major 
Alford, in a few days overtook the foot, and partici- 
pated in the operations which ensued. 

That every exertion and much foresight had been 
exhibited by me to obtain the arms, &c. needed to 
equip the Georgia volunteers as early as possible, 
say by the 12th, or at the latest, the 14th of June, 
is further and conclusively shown by the deposi- 
tions of governor Schley, major general Sanford, 
and colonel Dawson, in answer to my 23d, 15th and 
3d interrogatories, propounded to those distinguish- 
ed individuals respectively, to whose depositions I 
narticularly invite the attention of this court. 

If the question be asked why I did not take the 
field, say as early as the 15th of June, with the arm- 
ed portion of the Georgia line and the only compa- 
ny of the regulars (Monro’s ) that had then arrived 
—the answers are numerous, but I shall here only 

ive two: Ist. The want of subsistence for four more 

ays, none having yet arrived, principally from the 
Same causes which had delayed the arms, and this 
reason will be more fully developed in the sequel. 
2d. There were not armed men in sufficient num- 
bers (before the 2ist of June, the day when the 
muskets were distributed, and a movement in force 
actually commenced), on the eastern side of the 
enemy, even to guard the important points on the 
Chattahoochee, to prevent parties of Indians from 
— across towards Florida. (See, on this 
point, the decisive replies of governor Schley to 
the 22d question; of major general Sanford to the 
5th and 2d, and ef colonel Dawson to the 3d, ad- 
dressed to them respectively). And so important 
was this object considered by the government, that 
the unusual course was adopted of causing major 
ag Macomb to write to me, with his own hand, 

une 25th, as follows: 

“The secretary deems it very important that a 
strong force should be stationed so as to prevent 
the escape of the Creeks in that direction (towards 
Florida); it is, therefore, the order of the secretary 
of war, that you station a sufficient force so as to 
prevent them making their escape and taking that 
direction.” 

I apprehend, Mr. President, that it would be 
difficult to employ language at once more urgent 
and specific. When I received that letter, I flat- 
tered myself that I had in hand the emphatic ap- 
probation of government; for the measure therein 
enjoined, originally adopted by his excellency go- 
vernor Schley, before the Georgia troops had been 
mustered into the service of the United States, 
was followed out after I had assumed the command, 
in proportion to the arrival of men with arms. O, 
most simple and short sighted mortal! Only three 
days thereafter, another letter from major general 
Macomb, dated June 28th, followed: 

‘“‘Srr: I have received through the secretary of 
war, the order of the president to recall you to the 
seat of government. You will, therefore, on the 
receipt of this letter, turn over to brevet major ge- 
neral Jesup the cominand of the troops serving 
against the hostile Creeks, and repair to the city of 

ashington.”’ 

This order, sir, was brief and emphatic, and I 
felt it as it was intended—a heavy punishment.— 
No cause was assigned—not the slightest explana- 
tion of the grounds of dissatisfaction intimated. I 
quietly and courteously obeyed; set out for Wash- 
ington—wearied myself but little with conjectures, 
and expressed not one. At Norfolk, as I after- 
wards found to be the fact, the trae cause was 
very fully mentioned to me. I repelled the rumor, 
which however gained strength at Baltimore; but, 
on arriving at Washington, [ saw the treacherous 
weapon that had stabbed me in the d.ark—the ori- 
ginal letter from major general Jesup to Mr. Blair, 
marked “private,” and only to be shown to the 
president of the United States! 

Since this deep degradation, and lying prostrate 
under the ban of executive displeasure, I have been 
assailed from several quarters, withovit intermis- 
sion and with perfect impunity. I shall cite here 
but two examples of this servile war made upon 
me—both of which are in evidence, atid belong to 
this branch of inquiry. 

1. General Jesup, at his head quarters in the 
Creek country, found leisure to write a sec ond let- 
ter to Mr. Blair, dated September 3d, 18 36, and 








published in the Globe of the 26th. This: letter 


to general Jesup, and his replies, with ingenioys 
notes. To the trick of the publication, and the false 
impressions given by it as a whole, I may, per. 
haps, recur before —- this address. 

2. A neat little pamphlet (pink paper) writtey 
in the “Creek country, August 8, 1836.” Thi. 
was evidently gotten up with the assistance of gen, 
Jesup and the use of his official papers, and which 
ingeniously mixes together misstatements of facts 
with false principles. Among the latter, the se. 
cretary’s order, and my measures to prevent the 
enemy from escaping across the Chattahoochee 
towards Florida, are ridiculed and derided. The 
joint production of the general and his captain-aid. 
de-camp, is, however, only signed by the latter — 
The road to favor had already been discovered, and 
the —_ was soon rewarded with the rank of co. 
lonel. 

A word more, sir, in respect to arms prior to the 
arrival of the muskets on the 26th, and the rifles 
and accoutrements about the 25th of June. 

Major Kirby said to this court that he “mustered 
into the service of the United States forty-five 
companies of the Georgia troops, at Columbus, 
early in June. They were generally entirely des. 
titute of arms and accoutrements. The few arms 
bye | had were generally unfit for service in the 

eld.” 

Soon after this period, it ought to be stated, in 
justice to governor Schley, that some wagon loads 
of state arms which he had mentioned to me at 
Milledgeville as being already on the road to Co. 
lumbus, arrived, which enabled us to arm and des. 
patch several heavy reinforcements to guard the 
passes of the river below, in the direction of Irwin- 
ton. I have no memorandum of the number of 
these arms, and I can only conjecture that it might 
have been from 600 to 800, that is, mus/ets, but 
with few or no accoutrements. But after those 
arms were distributed, and as many troops sent be- 
low, or put on board armed steamers, to cruise up 
and down the river, for the important purposes 
mentioned in colonel Dawson’s answer to the first 
interrogatory, (and on which duty he was himself 
placed as a captain), major general Sanford, in his 
reply to the second interrogatory submitted to him, 
says: 

“Of the troops remaining under my immediate 
command, less than one-third were armed, and 
those variously and indifferently. Our miserable 
deficiency in this respect was strikingly displayed 
to my view when, upon the occasion of an alarm, 
it was expected that the enemy would be upon us 
in full force, I had the mortification of beholding, 
within my lines, 1,500 or 1,600 men with no wea- 
pons of defence beyond their side-arms, clubs and 
club-axes.”’ 

General Sanford’s camp was at this time four 
miles in advance of Columbus, on the west side of 
the river, towards the enemy. 

But, Mr. President, there was another, and a 
conclusive reason why it was necessary to wait, at 
least as late as the 17th of June, for muskets and 
rifles, with which to arm the whole of the Georgia 
line, before commencing active operations on the 
east side of the enemy: for, as late as the 17th, ! 
had cause to entertain serious doubts whether the 
Alabama troops would consent to come into the 
service of the United States. 

General Jesup arrived at Tuskeegee, the head 
uarters of the Alabama line, on the 4th of June. 
The 8th he wrote to me, in advance of the return 
to Columbus of his escort, a strange letter, contaln- 
ing this sentence: “I have not yet obtained the 
command of the troops, but if J obtain it at all, I shall 
probably enter on duty to-morrow;” and not 4 
word of explanation preceded or followed. _ 
Surprised, in the extreme, at this intimation of a 
want of zeal and constitutional devotion on the part 
of the Alabama troops, I eagerly inquired, and 
caused others to inquire among the very intelligent 
officers of the escort, and several gentlemen who 
accompanied it as individuals, and the apprehet- 
sions excited by the letter were much increased.— 
(See, on this point, governor Schley’s answer 
my 18th interrogatory). Nay, it appeared to mé, 
and to many others, who knew the circumstanceé, 
as certain, that the Alabamians had, from the 4th 
to the 8th of June, refused to come under the au- 
thorities of the United States, or, at least, under 
the command of general Jesup, and that they woul 
continue so to refuse was even more than proba- 
ble. ; 

In this state of apprehension, I reported the cit 
cumstance to the adjutant general, June the 12th, 
adverted to the subject in my report to him of the 
14th, and again in my report (by means of the p@ 
per enclosed) on the 17th. 

In reference to the doubts so reported, the secre- 
tary of war in his letter of the 20th of June, 1n- 
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' since, until last night, I found the enclosed letter. 
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) of setting out for,” &e. “I was detained longer 
' Thad forgotten that letter 


&, the 15th.” 


) towards the chief 


) tions addressed to the secretary of war, dated, re- 
| *pectively, the 10th, 11th and 25th of June, 1836. 
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to the confidence reposed ‘in the governor 
erp ae of Alabama,” the militia of that state 


should “not have been mustered into the service of} 


ited States agreeably to the requisition of 

2 te artment,”’ as immediately to “stop all 
expenditures and supplies of every kind whatever, 
on the part of the United States, for such militia.” 
The next letters from general Jesup were receiv- 
ed by me on the 17th of June, and dated the 15th 
and 17th. These I acknowledged in a letter to 
him of the 17th, in which I said:—*You had not in- 
formed me—you do not even now tell me, that you 
are in command of the Alabamians.” It is true 
that that fact might, on the 17th, have been infer- 
red; but it was not explicitly stated before his re- 
port to me dated the 20th. 
Hence, Mr. President, the jJustness and force of 
eovernor Schley’s answer to my 22d interrogatory, 
in which he says:—‘With the great uncertainty 
with regard to the Alabama troops, and the situa- 
tion of general Jesup, I considered it all-important 
that the whole of the Georgia troops should be pre- 
ared to take the field.”” And, sir, it has been 


shown that the muskets arrived on the night of the} } 


20th were distributed on the 21st of June, and a 
eneral movement immediately commenced. 

I have thus incidentally shown that I was with- 
out any letter from pm Jesup after that of the 
8th, until the 17th of June, when his two letters of 
the 15th and 17th were received. Whence this 
long silence, Mr. President? In his report of the 
20th—the first — sent by him to me deserving 
of that name—he said: 

«J was not aware, until yesterday, that a letter 
which I wrote to you on the 9th instant had not 
been sent to you. It was accidentally put up with 
a bundle of papers, and I found it only yesterday 
morning, and from no notice having been taken of 
my letter of the 12th, I fear it has not been receiy- 
ed. It was sent by arunner. I enclose a copy of 
: Sir, I am sorry to say that this account of the 
letter of the 9th is strange, if not altogether impro- 
bable; aud I think, for reasons which will appear, 
that it is doubtful whether the letter of the 12th 
was ever confided to an Indian runner. Perhaps, 
on further search, it has been found, like its prede- 
cessors retained among other papers. And as the 

oint is far otherwise than trivial, I will here quote, 
in support of my conjectures, what the same writer 
found himself compelled to say, in similar cases, to 
a higher functionary. 

From Tuskeegee, Alabama, August 2d, 1836, 
general Jesup said to governor Schley: “Knowing 
that [ had written to you in reply to your commu- 
nication, 1 was surprised when I received a copy of 
a letter you wrote to the president, in which you 
declare that I treated ‘with silent contempt the rea- 
sonable request of the governor of Georgia.’ I ex- 
amined my letter book, and found my letters to you 
recorded in their proper places,” &c. “I felt indig- 
nant that a charge so entirely unfounded, as 1 then 
thought, should have been made; but am now in- 
duced to believe that, by some oversight or omis- 


He adds that an officer, late of 


The endosement is in —— hand, and I think it 


August 28th. The same to the same. “I re- 
ceived your letter of the 15th instant at the moment 


than I expected, and only returned this morning.— 
Your letter of the 30th of June was not answered; 

ut the omission was inadvertent, not intentional. 
until I received yours of 


Now, sir, I will ask, what credit is to be attach- 
ed to the declarations of one, upon a subject like 
the present, who has shown himself so forgetful, 
and of habits so irregular? 

But, bad as was his memory, and disrespectful as 
Were his practices, in matters of imperious duty, 
magistrate of Georgia and my- 
self, it is in evidence, sir, that, when the object was 
either to’ give effect to malignity, or to emblazon 

's own judgment and prowess, general Jesup 


€ president of the United States, through Mr. 
lair, or the less effective channel—the secretary of 


esq.” dated, respectively, June the 20th and Sep- 
tember 3, 1836, and his three official communica- 


hese five extraordinary productions, for the 


mentioned, private-official, and the last three official- 
private, call for a few specific remarks: 

1. The whole are highly laudatory of the writer, 
major general Jesup himself, to a’ degree which 
might have palled upon the palate of his correspon- 
dents, but for the equal and happy admixture of 
censure of me. 

2. The two private official letters have both been 
printed in the Globe newspaper: the first, with the 
president’s endorsement, but without the initial and 
most sinister word (PRIVATE) on the face of the 
letter. Public rumor, without the least agency of 
mine, and which, indeed, was rife in Was ington, 
Baltimore and Norfolk, whilst I was yet far to the 
south, without suspicion, and without knowledge 
of the matter, ultimately forced out this produc- 
tion, but not in all its deformity, for it was mutilat- 
ed in the Globe of that word which gave character 
to all the others. 


3. The letter of the 3d of September was express- 
ly written in support of that of the 20th of June, 
and accompanied by official documents with notes 
—all professedly furnished by general J esup for pub- 
ication. As the best evidence, Mr. Blair was sum- 
moned as a witness to establish that fact. At first, 
he informed the judge advocate that he would at- 
tend ona given day, but afterwards wrote to that 
officer that he would prefer that his testimony should 
be taken by deposition at Washington. I immedi- 
ately drew up interrogatories, which were duly 
transm:tted by the judge advocate. Ample time had 
elapsed when I was last in court, and no answer hay- 
ing been received, the printed communication and 
Mr. Blair’s letter to the judge advocate were offered 
by me, and received, in evidence. One important 
object I had in view remains, however, unaccoim- 
plished. The Globe, under the editorial head, speak- 
ing of my official reports made in the field, said, 
August 8, 1836. ‘Some were sent to us for publi- 
cation, as we understeod, at his [general Scott’s] 
instance.”” Now, asI knew that this was not so, and 
had uniformly denied the charge—which, moreover, 
if true, would have rendered me justly obnoxious to 
the censure of this court, under the instructions giv- 
en to it by the president of the United States—one 
of my interrogatories requested Mr. Blair to inquire 
into the grounds of that understanding, and to favor 
me with his answer.* 


4. The three letters of Mr. Secretary Cass were 
iven in evidence by the judge Advocate. They 
Rad never been published, nor had I heard of them 
until they were read in court. Whether the 
writer was ever rebuked by that functionary may be 
more than doubted. They were certainly not 
sent back, as they ought to have been, or the 
would not now have been here. I have denomi- 
nated them official-private; for, sir, it is evident to 
me that, when severally written, they were, like 
the celebrated letter to Mr. Blair of the 20th of 
June, intended, by general Jesup, only for particu- 
lar eyes. Thanks to the chief magistrate, he made 
one public by his endorsement, and thanks to the 
justness and manliness of Mr. Secretary Butler, the 
other three were not retained in the secret pigeon 
holes of the war office. And what is the character 
of these so long held official-private documents?— 
This it is now my purpose to expose. 


It has been seen that gen. Jesup says he reported 
to me on the 9th of June, put the letter in a bundle, 
and forgot it. No wonder. His vanity was too 
much flattered with the honor of writing to Mr. Se- 
cretary Cass, for the eye of the president, to think 
of me who was charged, at the moment, with the 
general direction of the war. On the 10th, he made 
a report to the secretary, overlooking, as he did me, 
the adjutant general and the general-in-chief. The 
next day he made another report to the same func- 
tionary. Inthe first, he says that he has “about 900 
volunteers and militia,” and ‘‘about 200 friendly In- 
dian warriors,” “I shall move to-morrow, or the 
next day, at the farthest, against the hostile In- 
dians,’’ that he expected “to be joined by 500 mount- 
ed men,” and ‘by 200 Indian warriors, and [he] 
hoped to strike the enerny in five days.” But not 
an allusion to me, nor the instructions 1 had given 
him. 

The 11th, from the same place, Tuskeegee, he 
makes his second report to Mr, Secretary Cass. 
He says that he has been delayed. «I shall move 
forward to-morrow, however, and occupy a position 
on the Fort Mitchell road, about twenty eight miles 
in advance, and there await the arrival of the Indian 
warriors under,” &c. ‘‘or, if I can find the enemy 
without Indian guides, attack him immediately,” 





— eh 


*The deposition vvas presented by the judge ad- 
vocate atthe openiv g of the court; but there was not 
time to readit, Gi:n. 8, was understood to say that 
it acquitted him of the charge above specified. 





be respectively denominated—the first two 


[ Reporter. 


Now, not a word is said, in either of these re- 
ports, of his having commenced defensive opera- 
tions “for the purpose of staying the tomahawk and 
scalping-knife, and of preventing the devastation of 
entire settlements or neighborhoods on the frontier;”’ 
nothing of his having “none of that courage that 
would enable [him] to remain inactive when wo- 
men and children are daily failing beneath the blows 
of the savage.” These were flourishes which oc- 
curred to him subsequently, after I had rebuked 
him for violating my orders; for moving premature- 
ly, and without notice to me, and operating ona 
line which inverted the plan of operations agreed 
upon between us. From his two reports to the se- 
cretary, it is plain that none of those devastations 
and horrors were then going on. The frontier set- 
tlements of Alabama had been tranquillized and 
rendered secure before his arrival at Tuskeegee, and 
every white inhabitant within the enemy’s country, 
who was at all exposed, had been previously mur- 
dered or had escaped. (See gen. Sanford’s answer 
to my sixth interrogatory. It is conclusive on this 
Sage for nobody better knew the Creek country). 

0, He, gon Jesup commenced operations on the 
12th, without the cryin necessity afterwards in- 
vented; without “the hey circumstances of the 
country” from the date of my instructions, (Ast of 
June), which he alleges, in his letter to me of the 
17th. He says not a word of the kind in his two 
formal reports to the secretary of the 10th and 11th; 
but, on the contrary, suppressing all allusion to my 
instructions, shows himself in haste to take the war 
into his own hands; and the court will recollect how 
it happened, no thanks to his foresight or activity, 
that he found the Alabamians amply provided with 
arms and ammunition. 

The court has also seen, by the deposition of gov. 
Schley, under my 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th and 6th interroga- 
tories, and the answers of major Kirby to my 3d, 
4th and 5th questions, that general J esup not only 
fully concurred in my plan of campaign against the 
Creeks, without suggesting a modification, but, 
claimed to have had the same plan in view as a 
conception of. his own; and that t steadily adhered 
to it in all its outlines and details, until it was in- 
verted or broken in upon by the isolated and unex- 

ected movement of that general. The plan and 
its details, so shamefully denounced (with my Flo- 
rida operations) in his letters to Mr. Blair, and 
pamphlet, will appear in the sequel. 

In “7 instructions to gen. Jesup, dated June Ist, 
founded on the views so fully and frequently de- 
veloped in conversations with him, I directed that he 
should repair to the head quarters of the governor of 
Alabama, understood to be either at Montgomery or 
Tuskeegee, in order that the former, by an inter- 
view with the latter, might charge himself with the 
command of the Alabamians, and the direction of 
the war on that side of the enemy. His first step, 
after the interview, was to cause the volunteers, al- 
ready called out in sufficient numbers, to be mus- 
tered into the service of the United States—if the 
enemy allowed time for that essential measure. 

“His excellency the governor of Alabama [I said, 
in continuation] has proposed, in a letter that you 
have seen, [to the commanding officer of the Geor- 
gia militia, who might be at Columbus] to com- 
mence vigorous operations against the enemy, as 
early as the 5th instant. You have seen my reply 
to that letter, and are well acquainted with all the 
considerations which have induced me to propose a 
postponement to the 15th. Inthe meantime, how- 
ever, and before the regulars and all the forces of 
Georgia shall arrive, I think something very advan- 
tageous may be safely attempted from a point at or 
on Irwinton, and operatin up the country.”’— 
(The court has seen that I then had expectations 
of receiving at Columbus the arms ordered, by the 
12th or 14th). My letter to gen. Jesup continues: 
“I shall wish you, therefore, as soon as you are in 
command, to send as many of the Alabamians as 
can be safely spared from other great objects [evi- 
dently the defence of the Alabama frontier settle- 
ments] to co-operate with any surplus troops of 
Georgia that we may have for the field, after guard- 
ing the important points on this river [the Chatta- 
hoochee]. What that ee may be, at the end 
of (say) eight or ten days, I cannot speak with con- 
fidence; but from the a igen er of his excellency 
governor Sehley, I think we shall by that time be 
able to send to that point from 1,000 to 1,500 men, 
including horse and foot. With this force, and a 
little addition to that which governor Clay, as you 
have seen, proposes to send to Irwinton, and some 
four or five companies of regulars, which may be 
here in time, 1 think we may elear the lower part 
of this river: that is to say, the whole of Barbour 
county, of the enemy, by the 17th instant, and be- 
fore the arrival of the last of the regulars expected 
from the north. By that time all our forces on this 
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the river for vigorous co-operation, and, as we ad- 
vance up the country, a portion of the volunteers 
guarding the river may be crossed over and united 
with the pursuing army.” Many of the regulars, 
however, were unavoidably behind this calculation, 
from four to seven days. The letter concludes: 
«Vou will take care to communicate to me fully, from 
time to time, your means, your movements, and your 
plans, and you will hear from me frequently.” 

Yet the court has seen that, after the receipt of 
the enigmatical and alarming letter of the Sth of 
June, I did not again hear from general Jesup till 
the 17th, when he reported himself to be within 
fourteen miles of Fort Mitchell! 

Sir, he not only did not report to me himself (until 
long afterwards) any of the important facts which 
he so fully disclosed to the secretary of war, as we 
have seen; but his presence at Tuskeegee, in all 
probability, prevented his excellency governor Clay, 
then there, from acknowledging my two letters of 
the 31st of May, as I now certainly know it pre- 
vented any reply to a letter of the same date and 
tenor from governor Schley. This fact is establish- 
ed by the answers of the latter to my 15th and 16th 
interrogatories, in which it is said that gov. Clay 
replied to another letter written by the deponent 
many weeks subsequently, ‘that the management 
of the war had devolved on generals Scott and Jesup, 
which seemed to render any further correspon- 
dence between us [the two governors] upon that 
subject unnecessary.”’ Yet a reply to either the 
letter of governor Schley, or the two from me, 
would, under the mysterious silence of gen. Jesup, 
have much diminished my embarrasments at the 
time. 

In general Jesup’s second report, dated the 11th 
of June, to the secretary of war, he says: “I have 
no means of communicating directly with general 
Scott. This circumstance inclines me to strike a 
blow at once, though there is some hazard in it.— 
General Scott, when I left him, expected to be 
ready by the 15th.” 

Why, sir, had he no direct means of communi- 
cating with me? His letter of the 8th came to Fort 
Mitchell by an Indian runner. My letters to him 
of the 10th, 16th, &c. were sent by single Indians, 
and he had a large body of friendly Indian warriors 
‘with him. I early caused captain Page, who was, 
at the time, charged with the Indian department, 
and the transmission, by Indian runners, of my let- 
ters to general Jesup, to be summoned here; but 
the judge advocate informs me that the captain is 
detained at the south by illness. General Jesup, 
however, has nowhere remarked the non-recep- 
tion of any one of my letters. 

My second letter to him was dated the 10th, al- 
luded to in the third [16th of June] by mistake, as 
if dated the 12th. In this letter fof the 10th] I said: 

“We shall be much delayed in taking the field, 
on this side, by the non-arrival of our most essen- 
tial supplies—rifles, muskets, musket accoutre- 
ments, ammunition, &c. I had expected these, 
with subsistence stores, to begin to arrive here from 
the Ochmulgee by the 7th instant; but here is a 
letter from the agent, Mr. Beard, dated at Hawkins- 
ville, the 5th, in which he reports that nothing had 
reached that place. He immediately despatched a 
boat to Darien to make inquiries, to hasten, &e.— 
We have now on the Chattahoochee about 3,000 
Georgians, most of them remarkably fine men.— 
Of the whole number, however, not a third have 
sufficient arms, and a still smaller number good ac- 
coutrements. It will, therefore, be impossible to 
arm and equip the remaining two-thirds without 
the muskets, the Hall’s rifles, and musket accoutre- 
ments expected by the Ochmulgee. From the fore- 
going, it will be seen that it is impossible for the 
Georgians to commence operations from the neigh- 
borhood of Irwinton, say in eight or ten days, nor 
even then, unless the arms and accoutrements shall 
have arrived. I have not had a line from governor 
Clay,’’&c. ‘We have more than doubled the force 
placed in the lower counties of Georgia to prevent 
the Creeks from escaping to the Seminoles.” 

In my third letter to general Jesup, dated June 
16, after telling him (as in my second letter—in 
order that his own movements might not be preci- 
pitated) of the arms, &c. having been heard from, 
and that they might be expected in a few days, I 
say: “At present, of the 2,200 men major general 
Sanford has in his camp, (on the other side of the 
river), only about 400 are armed, [and these but 
indifferently]; all the other armed men have been 
detached below, to guard the river, and which, as 
yet, from the want of armed men is but very im- 
perfectly guarded.” I then allude to the mysteries 
and omissions of his letter of the 8th. After ani- 
madverting on several, my letter proceeds: 

‘You further tell me that ‘if a movement be de- 
termined on, I will send you information of it by a 
runner.’ A movement to be determined on! By 
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whom? The Alabama commanders, or those in 
conjunction with yourself? Either you were placed 
in command, or you have not been. In the first 
case you would certainly determine on no scheme 
of offensive operations without my previous concur- 
rence and readiness to co-operate; yet, without re- 
ceiving any runner from you, or communication of 
any kind, since the 8th instant, a passenger in the 
stage by the upper route, just arrived, here reports 
that you, at the head of about 3,000 Alabamians, and 
1,000 friendly Indians, was about to march upon 
Ne-o-ini-co’s band, and to commence operations on 
a grand scale! I have no doubt there is a gross 
mistake in this report. You may, perhaps, have 
been about to make some defensive movement, or 
operation, to clear a frontier settlement of a portion 
of the enemy; but I will not believe that you have 
declared your independence of my authority.” 

The court will be pleased to remark that I was, 
until very recently, ignorant of the fact that general 
Jesup, though silent towards me, had been quite 
communicative against all regulations and decent 
usages of the army, to the secretary of war. 

My letter to him, of the 16th, continues: “It is 
certain that brigadier general Moore, of Alabama, 
has commenced a course of offensive operations, 
from Irwinton up the country. From this fact 
alone, I have rather inferred that you have not even 
yet been invested with the command of the Alaba- 
mians, or you certainly would have stopped his pre- 
mature and isolated movement. ‘These doubts and 
conjectures, in the absence of all direct intelligence 
from you, are sufficiently harrassing. 

“TI mean to be explicit and precise on my part.— 
I desire you instantly to stop all oilensive move- 
ments, (if you are in command), on the part of the 
Alabamians, until the Georgians are ready to act; 
say on the 21st inst. the greater number of them will 
be armed and ready for tie field. By that time, too, 
there will be on the frontier the greater part of the 
regulars and marines ordered from the north. On 
that day, if the movements of general Moore shall 
not render a modification of my plan necessary, I 
shall begin to assemble the troops on this side of the 
nation, some where inthe neighborhood of Irwinton, 
and operate up the country. Itis my desire that 
you meet me about that time and piace, and that you 
bring with you any disposable force you convenient- 
ly can, or that you hold the whole of the Alabamians 
in defensive positions on the frontier settlements till 
I shall bring the war into their neighborhood, when 
you can come into the general line of operations 
with me.” 

June i7ih, I addressed a fourth letter to general 
Jesup, of which the following are extracts: 

“Sir: Ihave this moment received your two let- 
ters of the 15th and 17th instant.” 

‘IT am infinitely astonished and distressed to hear 
of your hear approach, and in a starving condition, 
to Fort Mitchell. You knew that your forces were 
not wanted there; you knew that no supplies would 
reach Irwinton from New Orleans earlier than the 
21st instant, if so soon; and you knew by my letter 
of the 10th inst. that nothing had arrived as high as 
Hawkinsville upon the Ochmulgee, and, conse- 
quently, nothing could have reached this place by 
the present date, from that river. I ought, also, to 
add, that you knew when you left here, that the 
troops, daily increasing, were living from hand to 
mouth on the precarious supplies of the neighbor- 
hood. Under these circumstances, imagine my as- 
tonishment to learn that, instead of marching the 
disposable force of Alabama upon Irwinton, with 
subsistence for at icast ten or five days in advance, 
you have come through the heart of the Indian coun- 
try, seeking private adventures, which, if success- 
ful, could hardly have advanced the war, and against 
my known plan of operations, to Fort Mitchell, forty 
five miles out of position! Itis precisely general 
Gaines’ movement upon Fort King, where there 
was no subsistence, and there is none, as you ought 
to have known, at Fort Mitchell! My grief and dis- 
tress are at theirutmostheight. This strange move- 
ment you have made, without giving me the slight- 
est notice. You have not informed me—you do not 
even now tell me, that you are in command of the 
Alabamians; and your last letter states that it was 
doubtful whether you ever would be invested with 
that command. All this is infinitely strange, and 
was the last thing in the world that was to be ex- 
pected from you,” 

_ The letter concluded with these words: “Though 
in grief, I still remain yours with great reward.” 

General Jesup has given this letter, wit’ notes of 
his own“upon it, as part of his communication to 
Mr. Blair, printed in the Globe September 26, 1836. 
In one of those notes he says, “to discre dit my de- 
scribing him to be approaching Fort Mitchell ina 
starving condition,” that, at the tirae:, “he had 
subsistence for the troops under his con mand to the 
22d of June,” 


a 
tates, 


A ees 


Now, in his letter of the 15th, written from ¢). 
interior of the enemy’s country, he had said to me. 
“I find it impossible to obtain either corn or subsjc. 
tence here. The hostile Indians have destroyed qj! 
that they have not taken away.” Same ‘letter. 


“June 16th. Iam now at the Big Spring, withj, 
fourteen miles of Fort Mitchell.” «I have to po. 


quest that provisions and corn be sent to Fort Miteh. 
ell. 1 have only five days’ rations, and not a rain 
of corn.” «I shall, probably, be compelled to {,}; 
back on Fort Mitchell, or to a position near to it,— 
I hope to receive orders from you at that place, ty 
which, if I do not go myself, I shall send wagons fo; 
subsistence.” And in his note to me of the 17th, 
received with the letter of the 15th-16th, he says, 
“TI find that we have less than two day’s rations jp 
addition to two day’s rations in the hands of the mep. 
Whether successful or not against Ne-o-a-mathla, | 
shall be compelled to go to Fort Mitchell. Can yoy 
give us provisions and corn there? By all means do 
so.” 

Here, then, Mr. President, is a great general, who 
takes the field against the orders aud without the 
knowledge of his commander; puts himself on , 
wrong line of operations, without plan or objec(; 
without the assured means of subsistence, and, whey 
out but from three to five days, breaks silence only 
to call for help, and in piteous accents declares thai, 
whether successful or not, he will be obliged to fal 
back! We may now see why these letters were not 
given to the Globe; they would have supported every 
assertion of mine so indecently contradicted in the 
printed notes. Take this as a second example: 
General Jesup says that, when he arrived at Fort 
Mitchell “he found in the neighborhood several 
thousand bushels of corn, which he had directed cap- 
tain Page to secure early in June.” Ifso, why the 
urgent entreaty that I would send provisions and cora 
there? I again regret the absence, by sickness, of 

aptain Page. My accuser adds, in the same place, 
“If general Scott was not acquainted with the re- 
sources at his command, it was not the fault of gen- 
eral Jesup.” This sneeris happy enough; but, un- 
luckily for its author, I myself gave him, in my let. 
ter of the 19th of June, the first information he had 
probably ever received of that corn! In the same 
printed notes, general Jesup says, when he “arrived 
at Fort Mitchell, on the night of the 18th of June, 
he found a steamboat with 70,060 rations, which he 
had ordered from New Orleans before he had left 
Washington city.”” How exclusive in his foresight! 
Again, “he expected the arrival of the steamboats 
with supplies at Columbus by the 15th of June.” 


The court will here please refer to my letter, writ- 
ten at Augusta, May 26th, and repeated from Mil- 
ledgeville the 28th, addressed jointly to the quarter- 
master and commissary at New Orleans, and then 
turn to the testimony of major Kirby. From the 
latter it will be seen that, upon a calculation made by 
general Jesup and myself, we both thought that his 
letter from Washington and mine from Augusta, on 
the same subject, would, very probably, reach New 
Orleans together. And, according to major Kirby’s 
letter to general Irwin, dated June 2d, it was thought 
the first suppiies might arrive from that city by the 
18th or 19th. General Jesup, therefore, could not 
have expected those “supplies at Columbus by the 
15th of June; and he knows, in fact, as I several 
times told him in my letters, that we both thought 
it would be fortunate if they arrived by the 22d. by 
great good luck, however, the first steamboat did 
actually arrive at Fort Mitchell on the 18th or 19th, 
whereby the whole army was saved from the mis- 
fortune which general Jesup’s false movement woull 
otherwise have occasioned, viz: of being reduced to 
half or third rations for many days. (See, on this 
point, the testimony of maj. Kirby, lieutenant Waite, 
and lieutenant Betts; also, the deposition of majot 
Huson). 


In all this time, Mr. President, from the 4th of 
June, when he reached Tuskcegee, to the 17th, ! 
had never once occurred to general Jesup thata 
movement from the frontier settlements of Alabama, 
upon Fort Mitchell, (at the opposite side of the 
Creek country) was the way to protect the women 
and children (whom he left far behind) against tae 
uplifted tomahawk and scalping knife; or that be 
had none of that courage that would enable him 
look on such scenes. No, sir, “devastations*of en 
tire settlements,” as well as women, children, the 
tomahawk and scalping knife, are entirely omitt* 
in all all his letters—the two to the secretary of wat. 
dated the 10th and 11th of June; his letter to me o 
the 8th; the copy of that dated the 12th, but handed 
to me by his aid-de-camp on the 20th, and his tw? 
other letters to me dated the 15th-16th, and on the 
morning of the 17th.” But, after he had taken the 
war out of my hands, and found himself «compelle 
to fall back on Fort Mitchell” for corn and subsist: 








ence; when, in short, he had, late on the 17th, re- 
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letter of the day before, quoted in great 


ceived m 5 ee ; 
aie om then, and not till then, did those moving 








ne: art above ; 
a - aes Occur to him—in the use of which he has 
ail PP peen as happy, aS in the invention. See his second 
ter: [Pe etter to me, dated the 17th of June, in which those 
thin e weapons are powerfully handled both for defence 
re. [mand offence, and which letter closes his communica- 
teh. : tion in the Globe of the 26th September. But, pow- 
rain [Es erful as that letter may seem, he did not dare to in- 
fall [a clude my reply to it, dated the 19th, anid which, in 
t— [fp @all fairness, ought to have been published at the 
to [Ep same time. This the court will perceive, from the 
sfor JE) following extract: ' 
7th. «Qn my return to Columbus, late last evening, ] 
ays; fp e received your second of the 17thinst. This is fully 
Sin [p |as strange as any of your prev.ous communications. 
nen. In it you repeat nothing of your previous intention 
la, | of marching upon Fort Mitchell, but you take care 
you to insert two or three topics which would furnish a 
$do [Pg good basis for a popular appeal against the hard- 
@ ship imposed upon you of undertaking no system of 
who [3 ollensive operations without my previous concur- 
the rence and readiness to act in concert with you. — It 
na, would seem to be for this purpose, I can imagine 
. BE © no other, that you tell me that your operations have 
... ) been ‘commenced, and have been continued for the 
sak yurpose of staying the tomahawk and the scalping- 
that , Frnife, and preventing the devastation of entire set- 
) fall Fitlements or neighborhoods on the frontier. No- 
enot fa thing, certainly, could have been more meritorious. 
very foam The direct protection of the Alabama settlements 
the [eam Was within your competency, and, indeed, among 
ple: IE pyou paramount duties. But why commence a 
For fe grand system of offensive operations, which has 
veral brought you out on this side of the Creek nation at 
cap. Eo 2 pont where I did hot want you, without giving 
sth, fog me the slightest intimation that you were about to 
, a P 7 commence, and, of course, without waiting for my 
“gfe j approbation and co-operation? To have waited for 
i. ‘ such co-operation, and to have given me notice of 
cc. » your intended movements, were, allow me to say, 
hie ; aiso, among your paramount duties. 
o" * “Your next popular flourish is in these words: 
: : > ‘I have none of that courage that would enable me 
has Sto remain inactive when women and children are 
| 4 daily falling beneath the blows of the savage!’ I 
sem’ | @ certainly believe that you have not, and there was 
tog } not the slightest objection, in any quarter, to your 
ch he 4 protecting the women and children of the frontier, 
et foam with the defence of which you were directly charg- 
oe sed. Again, nothing could have been more praise- 
hat } worthy; but how does this excuse your leaving 
. F @ those women and children, and, instead of march- 
is + ing upon Irwinton where you were required, march- 
writ: F @ ing in hostile array, seeking battles, upon Fort 
Mil- — § Mitchell, where you were neither expected nor 
arter- F @ wanted? 
then F | “On thesubject of the Alabama frontier settle- 
n the F = ments, I am happy to learn by your letter, that you 
de by — § made such arrangements for taeir safety as to leave 
at his F = you assured on that point. 
fa,on F |) “The last dead point you make, as if it were for 
New — @ future use, against me, is this: ‘1 would have struck 
irby’s F | the enemy to-night but for your letter; if he is not | 
ought F § struck to-morrow morning, he will escape for thie 
y the — @ present, but the force I have in the field is sufficient 
id not & * to pursue and reduce him.’ Here I am made to de- 
yy the F @ prive you and the country of a great imaginary vic- 
veral B @ tory. I say imaginary, for I am inclined to think 
ought FF @ you are a little too sanguine on this occasion in 
|. By Pe your calculations. But the true answer is this: Who 
it did F gave you authority to roam at pleasure through the 
19th, f= Creek nation, at the head of the Alabamians and a 
/ mis- body of friendly Indians, without giving notice to, 
would B= and without concert with, the Georgians and regu- 
red to BF) lars brought to this frontier for the same war, and at 
n this F % 42 enormous expense to the government? Besides, 
Vaite, B) from the position now occupied by you, you are 
majot FF forced to operate down the country, instead of get- 
ting below the enemy and operating up. This pre- 
tth of cisely inverts what you knew to be my pian of 
th. it campaign—a plan fully developed in conversation 
that 3 with you, and to which you did not in the least ob- 
hama g | Jct although you were invited to discuss it freely!” 
of the fem Ar 64 sir, it will be seen that I distinctly predict- 
-omet fae eC that general Jesup’s second letter, of the I7th, 
st the @) “SSuming new and unfounded reasons for his false 
rat he Be - unauthorised movements, was intended much 
sim to fe ae for the public than his immediate commander. 
of em Be ence those topics of appeal, and hence its appear- 
n, the Ae ance in his communication to the Globe, without my 
mitted rep 
f wat P he court has also seen in that reply, that I discre- 
saaiel ited the idle vaunt that he would have struck the 
anded oe a fatal blow on the li th or 13th, but for my 
+s tyr0 ee of the 16th. Now, sir, it is distinctly in evi- 
on the denca, notwithstanding that gasconade, that he not 
on the ony disobeyed my orders, but, in the altempt to 
pelled p Strike the blow, egregiously failed! See his third 
tbsist: oficial private letter, addressed to Mr. Secretary 
rh, ree SSs dated June 25th, and which so unexpectedly 








| dated the 


| harsh. 





has been brought within my knowledge. It was 
on this, and the circumstances connected with the 
point, that I wanted the testimony of gen. Wood- 
ward. My l4th interrogatory to governor Schley 
relates to the same maiters. k 

I have given above an extract of my letter to ge- 
neral Jesup, of the 19th of June. The following is 
a continuation of the same communication: 

«Whilst writing the above, i received your letter 
of this date, written at Fort Mitchell. You charge 
me with harshness. I wave certainly, in previous 
letters, complained heavily of you, as in the begin- 
ning of this, and have, in every instance, I think, 
given the grounds of those complaints. The facts 
stated by me, I think, bear the construction I have 
placed upon them, and I have infinitely regretted 
the existence of those facts. 

‘*You are mistaken in supposing that T upbraided 
you for asking for small supplies of rations and 
forage for your troops. I regretied the scarcity of 
your resources in such supplies, and apprehended 
a scarcity bordering on starvation, for a few days. 
Fortunately 80,000 rations have arrived at Fort 
Mitchell, (and about 20,000 here), which yesterday 
were not expected earlier than the 22d, perhaps the 
23d instant; and I am confident that, when here, 
we both, by calculation, did not expect any thing 
from New Orleans before the 21st or 22d. 1 am re- 
joiced as much on your account as my own, that we 
both have an abundant supply of rations for the 
present; and we kuow that 150,000 more will soon 
follow.” * . . : ’ 

“General, in haste, I have not intended to say 
any thing to injure you. I have shown in strong 
terms the construction I had a right to place upon 
your acts and letters. This, 1 know, may appear 
But on the other hand, allow me to say that 
I have the greatest, and an undiminished confidence 
in your honor, your intelligence, gallanty and capa- 
city forwar. Youuse the word friendship. I have 
cherished for you for more than twenty-two years a 
warm anda sincere affection, which I would not 
part with on any consideration. It has been a little 
shaken since I saw you, but one expression of your 
letter goes far to recall it. I think you have not 
been attentive to my plans and instructions. In 
this I certainly believe that you have erred, and 
also in your failure to repurt fully tome. Throw- 
ing fora moment seniority aside, I ask it of your 
ancient connexion with me to be more careful in 
those particulars in future. It will give me sincere 
delight to put down this war with you, and to give 
you all the fame which I know you are so capable 
of winning.” 


The letters between general Jesup and myself 


were duly, from time to time, enclosed by me to 
the adjutant general for the information of govern- 
ment. In writing to the latter on the 21st of June, 
I enclosed general Jesup’s letter to me of the 19th, 
and the above reply, of the same date, and said to 
the adjutant general: 

‘With respect to this distinguished officer, [gen. 
Jesup], I have every motive in the world, public 
and private, to act in perfect harmony. All my 
ancient affection for him is fast returning. 
it will be entirely restored in a day or two, that is, 
as soon as I shall learn that he conforms himself to 
my plans and instructions.” 

Having subsequently received gen. Jegup’s report 
20th, giving his operations and motives 
from the 12th to that date, with several other of- 
ficial letters, (in evidence); having, as I passed 
down the country the evening of the 23d, met and 
conversed with him on the subject, confiding in 
the facts and motives alleged by him on the several 
occasions, and being absolutely ignorant then, and 
long afterwards, of his letters to Mr. Secretary 
Cass, and, above all, of the dastardly attack through 
Mr. Editor Blair, in the since notorious letter of 
the 20th, the court may imagine how, with my re- 
viving feelings of kindness, I was led to write the 
voluntary apology for gen. Jesup’s conduct, dated 
the 23d of June, and addressed to the adjutant 
general. In this letter I requested that such of my 
reports as had animadverted on general Jesup might 
be returned to me, on the ground that, as we were 
again friends, no trace might remain on record to 
show that we had ever been ctherwise. He had met 
and rode some miles with me that evening. As he 
entered my room I finished the letter, handed it to 
him to read, (before I had read it myself), and it 
was instantly recorded by an aid-de-camp in my 
letter book. I did not tell him ‘‘on the morning of 
the 24th,”’ as he writes to Mr. Blair, September 3d, 
that I “would ask to withdraw” the letters, &e. 
The request, and my reasons for it, he had seen the 
night before. With the letter in his hands, he in- 
timated an objection to the word explanations, of- 
fered by him; but, on an admonition, on my part, of 
firmness and kindness, he read the letter through, 
and expressed himself gratified. Why, sir, did be 


'not then tell me of, or instantly take measures to 


counteract, his assassin-like letter so recently writ- 
ten to Mr. Blair, and which, beyond all doubt, he 
despatched after the receipt of mine of the 19th? 

A miserable apology is attempted, by general 
Jesup, for addressing the president of the United 
States on official matters, through the secret channel 
of Mr. Blair, in the printed sheet or pamphlet, (be- 
fore noticed), sigued by gen. Jesup’s aid-de-camp. 
In this joint production, it is said: The official 
channel of communication was through gen. Scott. 
To make the application through him would have 
been indelicate,”’ &c. But where was the convenient 
channel, through Mr. Secretary Cass, which gen. 
Jesup had twice used, (on the 10th and 11th of 
June), before the letter of the 20th to Mr. Blair, 
and once afterwards—the 25th of June—on other 
military subjects—all whilst I was in command? 
Have those acts of direct insubordination towards 
me ever been rebuked? It is to be presumed not, 
sir, or those letters would not have oe found in 
the same department in the time of Mr. Secretary 
Butler. 

The truth is, Mr. President, general Jesup leit 
Washington on the 22d of May—the day after the 
receipt of my letter respecting major Read; and, 
aware of the displeasure which that letter had 
brought upon me, he believed himself at liberty to 
defy my authority, with but little observance, as 
often as his vanity might dictate. Hence his re- 

eated boasts, (in his letters), that he had been sent 
into the field by the president himself, although, in 
the instructions to him, he was expressly told that 
if he found me there, he was to serve under me, 
and obey my orders—as the rules and articles or 
war would have told him, independent of those in- 
structions; and hence, from the same cause or 
causes, of all those letters official-private and private- 
official, with the pamphlet and communications in 
the Globe, which I have brought under the review 
of this court. The blood of the Seminoles may be 
made to crimson the waters of Florida, but neither 
one nor both can wash away that stain which his 
conduct to an ancient friend has brought upon him. 
Sir, a moment more, and I shall be done with his 
name forever. 





I hope | 


Much having been objected to my plan of opera- 
| tions against the Creeks, as against that in Florida, 
and there being really some danger that any plan of 
campaign may, from the sneers of some of my co- 
temporaries, be, in future, considered as unworthy 
of the native genius of American commanders, I 
beg leave, Mr. President, to fortify my last humble 
conception in this way, by the opinions of three 
highly distinguished gentlemen who have favored 
me with their depositions. The following interro- 
gatories, but slightly and accidently varied, were 
‘propounded by me to each of the deponents: 

1. «What, in the opinion of the witness, were 
the relative advantages or disadvantages between 
the plan of operations beginning on a line at ora 
little above Irwinton and below the hostile Creeks, 
and acting up the country, and beginning, (say), 
'on a line from ‘Tuskeegee to Fort Mitchell, above 
the greater number of the enemy, and thence ope- 
rating down the country?” 

2. “If the whole disposable force of Georgians, 
Alabamians and regulars, with the friendly Indians 
acting as auxiliaries, had been placed in line below 
the enemy, and had operated wp the country, whilst 
the frontier settlements of Georgia and Alabama 
were guarded by competent detachments, is it not 
probable that fewer of the enemy would have 
escaped across the Chattahoochee, in the direc- 
tion of Florida, than actually did so escape; and 
also, that the war would have been earlier finished 
than it actually was?” 

3. “Is it not probable, or certain, that the move- 
ment of general Jesup and the forces under his im- 
mediate orders from Tuskeegee upon Fort Mitchell, 
and from that line below, before all the other forces 
(upon the Chattahoochee) were ready to take their 
positions on that river and the base line below the 
cnemy: put the enemy upon the endeavor to escape 
in the direction of Florida, and led to the many 
severe conflicts which took place on the soil of 
Georgia?”’ 

4. “Which of the two plans of operations—that 
of operating with the whole disposable force under 
the general command of the said Scott wpwards from 
a line below the enemy, and beginning, (say), 
about the 25th of June; and the plan pursued by 
the said Jesup, viz: beginning an isolated move- 
ment, (say), about the 12th of the same month, 
from Tuskeegee towards Fort Mitchell, and thence 
operating down the country—would, in the opinion 
of the witness, have the sooner terminated the war 
by the capture of a great body of the enemy?” 

These questions are here differently numbered 
from ‘tthe numbers they bore in the several papers 
drawm up by me to be submitted to the witnesses. 
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I regret, Mr. President, that I have not the time 
or strength to embody the answers to the several 
interrogatories given by his excellency governor 
Schiey, a near, an anxious, and close observer of 
all that passed; of major general Sanford, who com- 
manded the Georgia line from an early period to 
the end of the war; and of the hon. Mr. Dawson, 
a colonel at home, but a captain in the campaign. 
Each is clear and emphatic in favor of my plan of 
operating upwards in preference to the reverse 
plan; in favor of a delay to about the 25th of June, 
with a view to a united movement upwards, with 
all the disposable forces; and of the opinion that 
the war would sooner have been terminated by that 
delay in the beginning, and with better results. I 
know not an intelligent officer, who was with me 
in the campaign, who would not have given a like 
opinion if called on for the purpose. 

To this, or a similar question propounded, viz: 
‘Is the witness aware that the said Scott, in any 
weg a when not ill in bed, (about ten days), 
ailed in point of zeal, activity or judgment, in the 
direction of the war against the hostile Creek In- 
dians before mentioned?” 


The answers of governor Schley, major general 
Sanford, colonels Dawson and Kenan; and major 
Kirby, to this question, are all again too compli- 
mentary to be by me reproduced, and no other 
witness with me in the Creek campaign was inter- 
rogated on the subject. 


Mr. President and gentlemen of the court: 

I am exhausted; but should do equal wrong to 
justice and to my own feelings not to offer to each 
and every one of you my hearty thanks for the 
patience and impartiality you have all shown, in- 
cluding the judge advocate, in this long investiga- 
tion. 


Every material fact that has been given in evi- 
dence, which more than by mere possibility could 
effect your judgments to my prejudice, and I re- 
collect but few of that character, will be found 
carefully embodied, or specifically referred to, in 
this summary. Much I know to be wholly omitted 
on the other side. These declarations I am confi- 
dent nv examination will be able to controvert. 
And here I may add that there is not an important 
circumstance in all my recent conduct in the field 
which was not at the time duly reported, and with 
my own hand, for the information of government. 
With, then, this overwhelming mass of testimony 
in my favor, permit me again to ask, by what strange 
fatality do I find myself here? Itis for this court, 
with the approbation of the president of the United 
States, to Sh me depart in honor; and that that de- 
cision may be without the farther alloy of suspense— 
in which I have now but too long been held, under 
circumstances perhaps uncontrollable—I will ask 
that it be speedily awarded. 





FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 
The bill introduced be Mr. Bell into the house 
of representatives on Wednesday the 25th ult. to 
secure the freedom of elections is as follows: 


A BILL TO SECURE THE FREEDOM OF ELECTIONS. 


Whereas, complaints are made that officers of the 
United States, or persons holding offices and em- 
ployments under the authority of the same, other 
than the heads of the chief executive departments, 
or such officers as stand in the relation of consti- 
tutional advisers of the president, have been re- 
moved from office, or dismissed from their employ- 
ment, upon political grounds, or for opinion’s sake; 
and whereas, such a practice is manifestly a viola- 
tion of the freedom of elections, an attack upon the 
public liberty, and a high misdemeanor; and 


Whereas, complaints are also made that officers of 
the United States, or persons holding offices or em- 
ployments under the authority of the same, are in 
the habit of intermeddling in elections, both state 
and federal, otherwise than by giving their votes; 
and whereas, such a practice is a violation of the 
freedom of elections, and a gross abuse, which ought 
to be discountenanced by the appointing power, 
and prohibited by law; and 


Whereas, complaints are also made that, pending 
the late election of president and vice president of 
the United States, offices and employments were 
distributed and conferred, in many instances, under 
circumstances affording a strong presumption of 
corruption, or that they were conferred as the in- 
ducements to, or the reward of, influence employed, 
or to be employed, in said election; and whereas, 
such a practice, in the administration of the pa- 
tronage of the government, will speedily destroy 
the purity and freedom of the elective franchise, 
and undermine the free system of government now 
happily established in these United States, there- 
fore, to prevent the recurrence of any practices 
which may give rise to similar complaints in future, 


Sec. 1. Beit enacted, &c. That, from and after the 
4th day of March, one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-seven, no officer, agent, or contractor, or other 
person, holding any office or employment of trust 
or profit, under the constitution and laws of the 
United States, shall, by the contribution of money, 
or other valuable thing, or by the use of the frank- 
ing privilege, or the abuse of any other official privi- 
lege or function, or by threats and menaces, or in 
any other manner, intermeddle with the election of 
any member or members of either house of congress, 
or of the president or vice president of the United 
States, or of the governor, or other officer of any 
state, or of any member or members of the legisla- 
ture of any state; and every such officer or other 
person, offending therein, shall be held to be guilty 
of a high misdemeanor, and, upon conviction in any 
court of the United States having jurisdiction there- 
of, shall pay a fine not exceeding one thousand dol- 
lars; and any officer other than the president, vice 
president, and judges of any of the courts of the 
United States, so convicted, shall be, thereupon, 
removed from office, and shall be, ever after, inca- 
pable of holding any office or place of trust under 
the authority of the United States: Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be so construed as to 
interfere with the right of suffrage as secured by the 
constitution: And provided further, That nothing 
herein contained shall so operate as to prevent the 
president, or the head of any department, who is 
invested by law with the power of appointing infe- 
rior officers, from removing from office, at any time, 
any incumbent, who the president or the head of a 
department, as the case may be, shall be satisfied 
has intermeddled in any election, state or federal. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That, from and 
after the 4th day of March, 1837, no officer who, by 
the constitution and laws of the United States, is 
authorised to appoint, or nominate and appoint, any 
officer or agent of the government, shall, by himself, 
or by any other person or persons in his behalf, 
give, or procure to be given, or promise to give, or 
procure to be given, any office, place, or employment 
to any person or persons whatsoever, with intent 
to corrupt or bribe him or them, or upon any agree- 
ment that such person or persons to whom, or for 
whose use, or on whose behalf, such gift or promise 
shall be made, shall exert his or their influence in 
any election, or by himself or themselves, or by any 
other person or persons, at his or their solicitation, 
endeavor to secure the election of any person or 
persons to represent any state, or any district in any 
state, in congress, or of any person to be president 
or vice president of the United States, or of*‘any 
person to be governor or other officer of any state, 
or of any oes or persons to be a member or 
members of the legislature of any state; and every 
such officer offending therein shall be held to be 
guilty of a high misdemeanor, and, upon conviction 
in any court of the United States having jurisdiction 
thereof, shall pay a fine not exceeding five thousand 
dollars; and any officer other than the president, or 
the judges of any of the courts of the United States, 
so convicted, shall be thereupon removed from of- 
fice, and shall be incapable ever after of holding any 
office or place of trust under the regeie J of the 
United States; and every person who shall receive 
or accept, by himself, or by any other person or per- 
sons, in trust for or in behalf of such person, any 
office, place, or employment, with the intent afore- 
said, shall be held to be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and, upon conviction in any court of the United 
States having jurisdiction thereof, shall pay a fine 
not exceeding one thousand dollars, be removed or 
dismissed from such office, place, or employment, 
and shall be incapable ever after of holding any office 
or place of trust under the authority of the United 
States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the several 
fines imposed by this act shall, when collected, be 
paid into the treasury as other moneys belonging to 
the United States. 


ADMISSION OF MICHIGAN. 

The following were the yeas and nays in the 
house of representatives on the 25th ult. on the pas- 
sage of the bill from the senate for the admission of 
Michigan into the union: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Antho- 
ny, Ash, Ashley, Barton, Bean, Beaumont, Bell, 
Black, Bockee, Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Burns, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Camp- 
bell, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Cha- 
pin, N. H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Connor, 
Cramer, Cashman, Denny, Doubleday, Dromgoole, 
Dunlap, Efner, Farlin, Forester, Fry, Fuller, Gal- 
braith, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, Gil- 
let, Glascock, Graham, Grantland, Grayson, Haley, 
Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Albert G. Harri- 
son, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Herod, 








Holt, Howard, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Hunts- 


ne 
man, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Ca, 
Johnson, B. Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith 
Lane, Lansing, Lay, Joshua Lee, Thomas L 
Luke Lea, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lucas. 1, - 
Abijah Mann, Job Mann, William Mason, 
Mason, May, McComas, McKay, McKim, 
Montgomery, Moore, Muhlenberg, Page, Par, 
Patterson, Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, Pinek’ 
ney, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardgo [ 
Robertson, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Shepperd’ 
Shields, Shinn, Siekles, Smith, Sprague, Standefer 
Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Tou 
cey, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Ward. 
well, Washington, Webster, Weeks, White, T. 7 
Whittlesey, Yell—132. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bailey, Bond, John Chambers 
Chetwood, Corwin, Crane, Darlington, Dawson El. 
more, Evans, Graves, Griffin, Hardin, Harlan, Ha. 
zletine, Heister, Hoar, Hopkins, Ingersoll, J anes 
Jarvis, Jenifer, Lawrence, Lewis, Lincoln, §, Ma. 
son, Merce, Milligan, James A. Pearce, Pearson 
Phillips, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Russell, Steele, Stop. 
er, Taliaferro, W. Thompson, Underwood, Elish 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams—49 

{When the name of Mr. Wise was called, that 
gentleman rose in his place, and asked to be exeys. 
ed from voting, on the ground that he had been ab. 
sent during the whole discussion on the bill, (on 
the select committees, of which Mr. W. is a mem. 
ber), which was granted.] 


yon, 
Moseg 
Miller, 





TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION—SENATE. 

[The following gentlemen compose the joint 
committee of the two houses of congress to ascer. 
tain and report a mode of examining the votes for 
president and vice president of the United States, 
and of notifying the persons elected of their elec. 
tion, viz: 

Of the senate. 
Wright. 

Of the house of representatives. Mr. Thomas, Mr. 
Cambreleng, Mr. Reed, Mr. Connor and Mr. Lyon,] 

February 1. Mr. Nicholas’ resolution calling on 
the secretary of the treasury for information ob. 
tained by special agents, in relation to alleged 
frauds on the public lands in the state of Indiana, 
having been amended and passed, (as stated in the 
lust ““ReGisTER,”’’) the senate resumed the consi- 
deration of the land bill. <A series of amendments 
were offered, some of which were adopted and 
others rejected—but without taking a final vote, 
the senate, at about 7 o’clock adjourned. 

[We will hereafter publish a detailed notice of 
the various amendments, &c}. 

February 2.__Mr. Mouton having qualified and 
taken his seat, Mr. Clay presented an address from 
certain living authors of Great Britain, request- 
ing the passage of a law, by which their right of 
property in the works written and published by 
them may be protected—after a brief discussion, 
which shall have a place in our next, the memorial 
was, on motion of Mr. Grundy, referred to a select 
committee consisting of Messrs. Clay, Preston, Bu- 
chanan and Ewing, of Ohio. 

Among the resolutions offered was the following: 

By Mr. Calhoun—Resolved, That the secretary 
of the treasury be directed to report to the senate, 
as early as practicable, the aggregate expense of 
collecting the duties on the lakes during the year 
1836, including the expense of revenue cutters, the 
nett amount of” duties collected, and the expenditure 
of the government on the lakes during the same 
— in constructing harbors, breakwaters and 

ight houses, with the current expense attending the 
light houses on the lakes during the year. 

As stated in our last, the remainder of this day’s 
session was taken up with the consideration of Mr. 
White’s substitute for the land bill; without coming 
to any action thereon, the senate adjourned. 

February 3. After the presentation and reference 
of petitions, 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on commerce, t0 
whom was referred the senate bill No. 79, made 4 
written report, accompanied with a substitute for 
the bill; which substitute suspended, for one yea, 
the tax of 20 cents each on American seamen, for 
a hospital fund, and appropriated $150,000, for one 
year, in lieu thereof, to be paid from the treasury. 
The report was accompanied with the following re- 
solutions, calling on the secretary of the treasury 
for information un the subject: 

Resolved, That the seeretary of the treasury be 
instructed to ascertain what it wiil cost to erect 
three hospitals, of suitable dimensions, for the re 
lief of sick and disabled seamen and watermeD 
upon the waters of the Mississippi river, at the 
most suitable places for that purpose; also, what it 
will cost to erect the same number, if needed, 00 
the most important points on the Atlantic and Gulf 


Mr. Grundy, Mr. Clay, and Mr 
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Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
further instructed to draw up the project of a law 
to regulate the disbursement of funds for the relief 
of sick and disabled seamen, and for the govern- 
ment of hos itals erected for that purpose. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
instructed to enumerate those posts and places in 
the United States where, because suitable accom- 
modations for the sick cannot be obtained, or from 
any other cause, there is a strong necessity for hos- 
ifals, and to make report upon this and the other 
instructions in those relations at the next session of 

ss. 
as % Davis, after the reading of the report, asked 
for the immediate consideration of these resolutions; 
which requiring the unanimous consent of the se- 
nate, Mr. Calhoun who had not heard the report, 
expressed a wish that the resolutions might lie one 
day on the table. 

Mr. Davis briefly explained the nature and ob- 
‘ects of the bill and the resolutions, remarking that 
the bill was designed to supply the deficiency in 
the interim, while congress might obtain the requi- 
site information, and mature and adopt some proper 
system on the subject. 

Mr. Calhoun said he understood this to be the 
commencement of a change in the system as here- 
tofore existing, by which the hospital fund was sup- 
plied by a tax on seamen. He believed that the 
great and prevailing disease of the times was cen- 
tralism here; and he was utterly opposed to any 
thing which would tend to increase it. As soon as 
the system of affording relief to seamen from the 
treasury should commence, there would be no limi- 
tation; and he would, therefore, give his protest in 
advance against the measure proposed by the bill. 
He was opposed to opening all sluices to further 
expenses 0 the government, as tending to corrupt 
the public morals, and to endanger our institutions. 

The burden (Mr. C. maintained) of relieving 
sick and disabled seamen did not fall on the seamen 
themselves, but on the particular branch of busi- 
ness in which they are employed, by which it 
ought to be borne; otherwise it would become, like 
harbors on the lakes and light houses, an improper 
burden upon congress. 

Mr. Davis said he was not exactly willing that 
the measure should go off under such an impres- 
sion. Mr. C. he thought, would withdraw his ob- 
jection, if he had paid better attention to the sub- 
ject. The hospital tax, Mr. D. maintained, fell on 
the wages of the sailor; and the senator would 
agree with him that no class required a higher de- 
gree of protection, or were more worthy and meri- 
torious; and no class asked less of the government. 
When did the senator know a sailor to ask for any 
thing? Mr. D. had not known an instance in which 
a sailor had asked for a pension or any other grant. 
He would call the attention of the senator to a nota- 
ble case, the destruction of the Philadelphia.— 
While a large number of people engaged in that 
portion of the service had been for a number of 

ears asking congress for something, it had never 

een done by a sailor; it had been demanded by 
their representatives, and not by themselves. 

But all this had nothing to do with this matter. 
It was thought that something ought to be done for 
this class of persons on the western waters, expus- 
ed to the peculiar diseases of that region, far away 
from their friends and the means of comfort. In 
order to effect this purpose, a tax of twenty cents 
each had been Jaid upon their wages by congress.— 
The government had not been so liberal as the se- 
nator supposed. The tax, indeed, proved inade- 
quate to the purpose, and the government had every 
year appropriated more or less, not much, but 
enough to cover the expenses. The fand had been 
conducted, as far as Mr. D. was able to ascertain, 
with prudence and economy, and had been disburs- 
ed under the direction of the government. But 
there had been no law on the subject, though the 
committee thought it was best that it should be re- | 
gulated by law. 

Now, all Mr. D. proposed by the resolutions be- 
fore the senate was, an inquiry as to the expense 
of erecting three hospitals on the western waters, 
and three on the Atlantic coast, and so many he 
was sure were needed. He did not propose now to 
Commit the government to any course of policy.— 
Tn the bill there was indeed a proposition to change 
the policy for a single year; but the government 
then retained the matter in its own hands, to pur- 
sue such a course as might be found expedient and 
Proper. The passage of these resolutions was as 
much wanted, if the bill should not pass, as if it 
should. 

_ Mr. Calhoun said he knew the resolutions did not 
involve the principle to which he objected, but the 

ill did; and it was his design now to give notice 
that he should, therefore, oppose it. He agreed 





with the senator that seamen were a meritorious 


class, and that they were not importunate on con- 
gress. They would not do the mischief, but the 

ersons interested in erecting and conducting the 
hospitals. Mr. C. again insisted that though the 
tax imposed on seamen was taken in the first place 
from their wages, it ultimately fell on the branch of 
business in which they were engaged; and the in- 
terest concerned ought to pay the expense. The 
patronage of the government, he maintained, ought 
not to be extended. He saw no reason why the 
government should pay the expense of sickness in 
one branch of business more thanin another. They 
might just as well pay such expense in the cultiva- 
tion of sugar, or rice, or cotton. The. tendency of 
the government was already to the destruction of 
liberty, and he was opposed to every thing that 
would give impulse to that tendency. He had no 
objection to the resolutions, but hoped the bill 
would not receive the sanction of the senate. 

Mr. Davis said he thought there was a very wide 
difference between the cases which Mr. Calhoun 
had made parallel. Legislation in regard to seamen 
commenced with the existence of this government, 
and was intimately connected with the subject of 
commerce, which was wholly subject to the legisla- 
tion of congress; and one leading object in this con- 
nexion had been to cherish the employment of sea- 
men as necessary to the defence of the country; and 
on this same account a preference had been given 
to American seamen in contradistinction from fo- 
reigners. Was there no difference between extend- 
ing protection to these men, far from home, destitute 
of the means of comfort, and not addicted to laying 
up their wages, and those men who lived on planta- 
tions, directly surrounded with the means of health 
and comfort? And were the two classes equally 
important in providing for the defence of the coun- 
try? Mr. Nicholas moved to amend the resolutions 
by inserting “the gulf,’ in connexion with “the 
Atlantic.” Mr. Davis thought it was unimportant; 
the gulf was a part of the Atlantic, and the insertion 
of it might lead to the enumeration of bays and in- 
lets. Mr. Nicholas preferred that it should be no- 
ticed more distinctly; and the amendment was ac- 
cordingly adopted. The resolutions, as amended, 
were then adopted. ‘The bill also was read, order- 
ed to a second reading, and the accompanying re- 
port was ordered to be printed. 

After several bills of minor importance, had been 
reported, read and ordered to a second reading— 

Mr. Davis offered the following resolution, on 
which he asked immediate consideration, and ac- 
companied it with an introductory explanation, as 
follows: 

“Mr. Dodge, the consul at Bremen, represents 
his belief that the merchants of that place, who im- 
port goods to this country, evade the 7th section 
of the act of 1823, which requires that such per- 
sons should verify their invoices before the consul, 
by neglecting to take the oath before him. This 
implies that entries are fraudulently made here, by 
the perjury of those who take the necessary oath, 
or by the negligence of the custom house officers.” 

Resolved, That the letter of Mr. Dodge be re- 
ferred to the secretary of the treasury, with instruc- 
tions to inquire if any abuses, such as he intimates, 
are practised here, or in any other country, in the 
importation of goods into the United States; and to 
report to the senate, at the next session of congress, 
the result of his investigation. 

The resolution was, by consent, adopted. 

The following resolutions were offered, and by 
consent adopted: 

By Mr. Linn—Resolved, That the committee on 
Indian affairs be instructed to inquire into the pro- 
priety’ of making some compensation to the Iowa 
tribe of Indians for their interest in the lands ceded 
to the United States by the Sac and Fox Indians 
in the treaties of July 15, 1830, and 21st September, 
1832, to which lands it was admitted in the treaty 
of August, 1825, the said Iowa Indians had a joint 
claim with the said Sacs and Foxes; and also into 
the expediency of negotiating with the deputation 
of Iowa Indians now in this city, for the extin- 
guishment of their title to the lands to which the 
Sacs and Foxes and themselves have still a joint 
claim under said treaty of 1825. 

By Mr, Swift—Resolved, That the committee on 
pensions be instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency of so amending the act of congress of the 
last session, granting pensions to the widows of 
deceased officers and soldiers of the revolution, as 
not to exclude from the henefit of its provisions 
any person who shall be a widow at the time of 
her application for a pension under said act, in con- 
sequence of her having married subsequent to the 
decease of her former husband, for whose services 
she claims the benefit of said act. 

By Mr. Morris: (lies over one day)—Resolved, 
That the committee on the judiciary inquire whe- 
ther the river Mississippi, and the navigable waters 





leading into the river St. Lawrence, which are de- 
clared by the ordinance for the government of the 
territory north west of the river Ohio to be com- 
mon highways, and forever free to the inhabitants 
of that territory, as well as the citizens of the U. 
States, are so far within the power of the general 
overnment as that congress can provide by law 
or the regulation of steamboat and other naviga- 
tion of the same, for the security of commerce, the 
prevention of casualties and accidents, and the re- 
covery of damages for irjuries from neglect, or 
purposely done, and for the punishment of acts of 
violence. 

The bills from the house making appropriations 
for the current expenses of the Indian department, 
and for the fulfilment of Indian treaties, and for the 
support of the army for 1837, were severally read 
twice, and referred. 

The bill for the reliefof John E. Wool was read 
a third time, and passed. 

The senate were occupied until a late hour upon 
the land bill, which received anumber of additional 
modifications. The question was at length obtain- 
ed on striking out the whole to receive Mr. White’s 
substitute, but it was negatived; yeas 14, nays 29. 

Mr. Walker, now considering the bill aud amend- 
ment as both lost, moved, as a last resort, to recom- 
mit the bill to the committee on the public lands 
and, pending this motion, the senate adjourned. 

February 4. A message was received from the 
— of the United States through Mr. Jackson 

is private secretary. 

r. Clay presented a list, on parchment, of ad- 
ditional names of British authors to the address 
which he had submitied the other day, and which 
by mistake he had not received. He moved that 
it be printed with the other names attached to the 
address, and that it be referred to the select com- 
mittee raised on the subject: which was according- 
ly ordered. He also moved the appointment of an 
additional member of the select committee, which 
was ordered. 

Mr. Clay also presented a petition from sundry 
American authors, praying amendments in the law 
of copy rights, which was, on his motion, referred 
to the select committee heretofore appointed. 

Other petitions and memorials were presented 
and appropriately referred, when 

Mr. Grundy, from the select committee on the 
election of president and vice president of the U. 
States, reported that some five or six cases had 
been found in New Hampshire, Connecticut and 
North Carolina, of electors of president and vice 
president having voted who had the same names 
with officers under the government; that the com- 
mittee had confined their investigation to those 
states in relation to which charges had been made; 
that owing to the want of time, and the certainty 
that the number of spurious votes could not change 
the result of the election, the investigation had not 
been so full as it would otherwise have been; and 
that the committee had not made inquiry on the 
subject of a general law to prevent the casting of 
spurious votes. The report was read, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Two resolutions accompanied the report: the first 
resolution providing that the two houses should 
meet on Wednesday next, at twelve o’clock, in the 
hall of the house, to determine and settle the elec- 
tion of president and vice president, in the usual 
manner, which was specified. 

The second resolution provided that the votes of 
Michigan should be recorded, with a statement that 
if they were counted, the vote would be so; and if 
they were not counted, the vote would be so; and 
in either case the general result would be the same. 
Thus leaving the question of the genuineness of the 
Michigan votes undecided. 

Mr. Grundy moved that these resolutions be now 
considered. 

Mr. Hubbard inquired if the committee had exa- 
mined the case of the pension agent in New Hamp- 
shire, (who was understood to have resigned his 
agency after he was chosen an elector). 

Mr. Clay said in reply, that all the committee 
had concurred that the resignation of a government 
officer subsequent to his election as an elector 
could not remedy his constitutional disqualification; 
otherwise the whole design of the constitution 
would be defeated, in addition to the violation of 
its express injunction, that no officer under the go- 
vernment should be appointed an elector. The 
great object of this provision of the constitution 
was to secure the election against official influence 
which could not be done after the election. 

Mr. Webster inquired if the committee had exa- 
mined into the vote of Massachusetts. 

Mr. Grundy said that had been omitted by him, 
because he did not believe the charge that one of 
the votes was spurious, and because it would have 
required a day’s time to make the inquiry. He 
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also said that a resignation, after being chosen an 
elector, could be of no avail. 

Mr. Norvell asked a division of the question on 
the two resolutions. Michigan had given her vote 
while she was a state, and before the counting of 
the votes she had been solemnly admitted into the 
union. He would therefore protest against any | 
measure which went at all to invalidate her vote. 

Mr. Grundy said that in the 2d resolution the 
same course was pursued as formerly, in the case 
of Missouri. He thought that there was imminent 
danger in pursuing any other, on account of a dif- 
ference which might arise between the two houses, | 
which might defeat the election wholly. But if he 
were compelled now to give his opinion, he would 
say that the vote of Michigan was not valid. 

Mr. Norvell said Missouri was not admitted into 
the union when her votes were counted; and Indi- 
am was not admitted when her votes were count- 
ed. 

Mr. Clay said he agreed with the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Grundy), that the committee had 

ursued the right course in the 2d resolution, relat- 
ing to Michigan. Exactly the same course had 
formerly been pursued in regard to Missouri. The 
question in regard to Michigan was now to be left 
merely undecided; and he thought all would ad- 
mire the discretion of their predecessors in con- 
gress, in avoiding a difficult question on this sub- 
ject, till it became necessary that it should be de- 
cided. In the case of Indiana she had fully coim- 
plied with the conditions of her admission into the 
union before her votes were cast, and there was 
therefore nothing wanting but a mere formality, 
which, in the case of Ohio and other states, had 
been dispensed with entirely. 

Mr. Calhoun insisted that if it was proper to ad- 
mit to their seats her senators and representatives, 
who were chosen prior to her admission into the 
union, it was equally proper to admit her votes for 
president and vice president, given under similar 
circumstances. 

Mr. Lyon inguired what would be done if the vote 
of Michigan should decide the election. He would 
protest, with his colleague, against rejecting her 
vote. 

Mr. Grundy said such a case had never occurred. 
And what would be done when it should oceur, the 
wisdom of the day must decide. 

Mr. Preston entered at considerable length into 
the argument which had been suggested by Mr. 
Calhoun, that Michigan, before her admission into 
the union, was fully as well qualified to elect a pre- 
sident as members of congress. 

Mr. Webdsier said he wished the chairman of the 
committee had inquired into the alleged spurious 
vote in Massachusetts;, but, as he had not done so, 
Mr. W. would say that the office of the gentleman 
who cast that vote had been some time vacated by 
him, and filled by another person before he cast it. 

The first resolution was adopted without a divi- 
sion. 

The second resolution was adopted by yeas and 
nays, on the call of Mr. Norvell, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, 
Buchanan, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 
Dana, Davis, Ewing, of Llinois, Ewing, of Ohio, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, King, of Aia. 
King, of Georgia, Knight, Linn, Moore, Nicholas, 
Page, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, 
Southard, Swift, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wright—34. 

NA YS—Messrs. Calhoun, Fulton, Lyon, Morris, 
Niles, Norvell, Preston, Walker, Wall—9. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the chair was autho- 
rised to appoint a teller for the senate. 

After a number of reports had been received and 
disposed of, and several bills from the house had 
been twice read and referred, a struggle ensued as 
to the order of business. 

Mr. Buchanan expressed his hope that the land 
bill would be taken up, and some final disposition 
made of it, so that the other business of the coun- 
try might proceed. Mr. Walker expressed the same 
desire, and said that it was his intention to move 
that the bill be recommitted to the committee on 
public lands. Mr. Webster inquired of Mr. Walker 
whether, in the gereral bill reported by the latter 
to-day, there was not one section exactly the same 
as one of the sections in this land bill? Mr. Wal- 
Keer replied in the affirmative. Mr. Webster then 
observed that it was contrary to the rules of the se- 
nate that they should have two bills before them at 
the same time, for the same thing.. He had no ob- 
jection, as at present advised, to the principle to 
which the section related, which was that of the 

rower of a state to tax the public lands within its 
bounds a3 soon as sold, and made the inquiry only 
that the due order of business might be preserved. 

The senate then proceeded to take up the land 
bill; and the question being on the motion of Mr. 





public lands, Mr. Webster inquired whether the 
motion had not been to recommit the bill, with all | 
the amendments thereto which had been agreed 
upon in the senate, to the land committee. The 
chair replied that, by a rule of the senate, when a 
bill was recommitted to the committee which had 
reported it, all amendments dropped, of course, and 
it went back to the committee in its original form. 
A discussion arose on the point of order, which oc- 
cupied the senate a considerable time, but which 
was finally arranged by the adoption of two distinct 
motions: one to recommit the bill, (which went 
back in its naked form); and another to commit 
to the same committee the several amendments 
made thereto, with the understanding that the com- 
mittee would not, in again reporting the bill, change 
the great and leading points on which the senate 
had come to a deliberate decision; though, on points 
of minor consequence, and on those not decided, 
they would be considered as at liberty to modify it 
at pleasure. Before the question of recommitment 
was decided on, Mr. Calhoun took the floor on the 
negative of that question, in a speech in which he 
discussed the general merits of the bill, opposing it 
with great earnesiness, and in the most decided 
manner. Mr. Calhoun having concluded, the ques- 
tion was taken by yeas and nays; and decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 23, nays 20. So the bill was 
recommitted. And the senate then adjourned. 
February 6. Nearly all of this day was spent in 
the presentation and disposition of petitions from 
various quarters of the union, praying for the abo- 
lition of slavery in the District of Columbia, &e.— 
They gave rise to considerable discussion, and se- 
veral decisions of interest—of all which we must 
postpone an account until we have more room at 
our disposal. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee on the public 
lands, reported, again, the land bill, with sundry 
amendments, which were ordered to be printed, 
and made the order for to-morrow. 

And then the senate adjourned. 

February 7. The following message was receiv- 
ed from the president of the United States, through 
Mr. Jackson, his private secretary: 

To the senate of the United States: 

At the beginning of this session, congress was in- 
formed that our claims upon Mexico had not been 
adjusted, but that, notwithstanding the irritating ef- 
fect upon her councils of the movements in Texas, 
I hoped, by great forbearance, to avoid the necessi- 
ty of again bringing the subject of them to your no- 
tice. That hope has been disappointed. Having 
in vain urged upon that government the justice of 
those claims, and iny indispensable obligation to in- 
sist that there should be “no further delay in the 
acknowledgment, if not in the redress of the inju- 
ries complained of,’ my duty requires that the 
whole subject should be presented, as it now is, for 
the action of congress, whose exclusive right it is 
to decide on the further measures of redress to be 
employed. The length of time since some of the 
injuries have been committed, the repeated and un- 
availing applications for redress, the wanton cha- 
racter of some of the outrages upon the property 
and persons of our citizens, upon the officers and 
flag of the United States, independent of recent in- 
sults to this government and people by the late ex- 
traordinary Mexican minister, would justify, in the 
eyes of all nations, immediate war. That remedy, 
however, should not be used by just and generous 
nations, confiding in their strength for injuries com- 
mitted, if itcan be honorably avoided; and it has 
occurred to me that, considering the present em- 
barrassed condition of that country, we should act 
with both wisdom and moderation, by giving to 
Mexico one more opportunity to atone for the past, 
before we take redress into our own hands. To 
avoid al} misconception on the part of Mexico, as 
well as to protect our own national character from 
reproach, this opportunity should be given, with 
the avowed design and full preparation to take im- 
mediate satisfaction if it should not be obtained on 
a repetition of the demand for it. To this end I 
recommend that an act be passed authorising re- 
prisals, and the use of the naval force of the United 
States by the executive against Mexico, to enforce 
them, in the event of a refusal by the Mexican go- 
vernment to come to an amicable adjustment of the 
matters in controversy between us, upon another 
demand thereof made from on board one of our ves- 
sels of war on the coast of Mexico. 

The documents herewith transmitted, with those 
accompanying my message in answer to a call of 
the house of representatives of the 17th ultimo, will 
enable congress to judge of the propriety of the 
course heretofore pursued, and to decide upon the 
necessity of that now recommended. 

If these views should fail to meet the concurrence 
of congress, and that body be able to find in the 





Walker to recommit the bill to the commitice on 


icondition of the affairs hetween the two countries, 


$< 

as disclosed by the accoinpanying documents swith, 
those referred to, any well-grounded reasons to fio, 
that an adjustinent of the controversy betwee, 
them can be eilected without a resort to the <a 
sures I have felt it my duty to recommend, ther 
may be assured of my co-operation in any othe 
course that shall be deemed honorable and proper. 

ANDREW JACKSON” 
Washington, February 6, 1837. 
The message was read, and, 
On motion of Mr. Buchannan, it was ordered to 
be printed, together with the accompanying doe,. 
ments, and referred to the committee on forej 
lations. 
A number of petitions were presented and yayi. 
ously disposed of; when Mr. Morris presented «, 
abolition petition from Ohio, which was read at })js 
request. Mr. Walker moved that it be not recejy. 
ed. Mr. Hubbard moved to lay this motion on th 
table, which was done accordingly by yeas and nay. 
on the call of Mr. Morris, as follows: “this 
YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Broyy 
Buchanan, Clayton, Dana, Ewing, of Illinois, Ful. 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, King, of Alabama 
King, of Ga. Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Nor. 
vell, Parker, Preston, Robinson, Ruggles, Strance, 
Walker, White, Wright—27. ‘ 
NAYS—Messrs. Ewing, of Ohio, Hendricks. 
Knight, McKean, Morris, Niles, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Swiit, Tipton, Tomiinson—11. 
Mr. Bayard presented the preamble and resolu. 
tions of the legislature of Delaware, instructing 
their senators to introduce and support a resolution 
to rescind the expunging resolution of Mr. Benton, 
and to restore the journal of the senate to the state 
in which it was before this act of violence was con- 
mitted upon it. 
Mr. Bayard said it would be impracticable, or a 
least improper, to obey these instructions at this 
session of congress, as Mr. Benton’s resolution mus: 
be regarded as expressing the sense of the senate as 
at present composed. But he gave notice that, in 
compliance with these instructions, he wouid intio- 
duce such a resolution at the next session, and would 
do so at every succeeding session, as long as | 
should continue a senator, till the object should be 
accomplished; which attempt he hoped would be 
followed up by every senator from Delaware.  Be- 
ing thus actuated by the same spirit of continvanc 
which had been so much lauded by the senator 
from Missouri, and which in his case had proved so 
successful, he hoped the day was not distant when 
they would restore the journal, and make 1t what hie 
believed was, at this moment, the public sentiment 
of the people of the United States. He moved («! 
ter its reading) that the resolution be laid on the 
table, and printed. 

Mr. Brown said he did not doubt the persever- 
ance of the gentleman. He would also vote iu 
printing the document, as a matter of respect to the 
legisiature of Delaware; though in one case, whic) 
he instanced, he believed a motion to print such 
document had not been carried. 

The motion to print and lay on the table was 
then carried. 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. 
White, and, by consent, adopted: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be, and te 
hereby is, requested to inforin the senate whethet 
commissions or any other compensation is allowec 
to officers of the army, or to other persons wlio fe 
ceive salaries, monthly or daily pay for disbursing 
public moneys in payment of annuities to Indians, 
or fur any other purposes connected with the [n- 
dian department, and, if so, what is the measure 0 
compensation allowed or claimed, and to whot 
have such allowances been made, or by whom haie 
such claims been set up. 

Several resolutions of a private or local characte! 
having been offered and appropriately referred, v* 
rious committees were discharged trom the coils 
deration of subjects referred to the:n; and others 
ported bills in favor of petitions, &c. referred 
them, which were ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Hendricks, from the committee on roads ae 
canals, reported a resolution appropriating $5,00! 
to make experiments on “the self-acting double 
safety valve” of Samuel Broad. Two thousaié 
ite copies of the report were ordered to be priiit 
ed. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, Te 
ported, without amendment, the bill referred ' 
them to amend the act establishing branch minis 
and the bill, by consent, was considered, and order- 
ed to a third reading. , 

Mr. W. also reported the bill making appropr!* 
tions for the army for 1837, with a verbal amene 
ment, and with notice that he should call it up & 
morrow morning. : 

The resolution offered by Mr. Calhoun, callins 
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iq on a southern vessel, freighted with slaves, 
vs distress into the ports of Ber- | 
muda, being before the senate, 
Mr. Calhoun explained the character of the ag- | 
D .,ession, expressing his surprise and regret at such | 
bin aggression by the authorities of a nation so just, | 
nonorable and humane as Great Britain. The re- | 
F olution was then adopted. a 
~ The resolution authorising the distribution among | 
the new senators of nineteen copies of the Ameri- 
can state papers, published by Messrs. Gales & 
) Seaton, coming up for consideration, it was, after a 
prief discussion, laid on the table on motion of Mr. 
Walker. 
The other resolutions and unfavorable reports on 
Fine table (with two or three exceptions), were 
taken up and adopted. 


The senate took up the land bill, reported with 
‘amendments from the committee on public lands; 
and the discussion of the bill and amendments oc- 
cupied the senate to a late hour, when the amend- 
‘ments were finally agreed to, and the bill ordered 
to its third reading. ‘The senate then adjourned. 
February 8. The chair presented a communica- 
‘tion from the war department relating to the com- 
yensation of Indian agents. Ordered to be printed, 


Also, the report of the second auditor respecting 


A message was received from the president of 
‘the United States, through Mr. Jacison, his private 


Mr. Wedsler addressed the chair nearly as fol- 


I rise, Mr. President, for the purpose of present- 
ing to the senate a petition signed by fourteen or 
fifteen hundred mercantile houses in the city of N. 
York, praying the establishment of a national bank 
in that city. These petitioners, sir, set forth that, 
in their opinion, a national bank is the only re- 
medy, of a permanent character, for the correction 
» of the evils now aflecting the currency of the coun- 
) try, and the commercial exchanges. The petition 
is accompanied by a short communication from the 
committee raised for the purpose of preparing the 
petition, in which they state what I believe to be 
true, from some knowledge of my own, that the | 
petition is subscribed without reference to political 


) their own observation and knowledge, that, in their 
opinion, on no subject did the mercantile commu- 
nity of New York ever address congress with more 
entire unanimity than they now approach it, in 
favor of a national bank. 

Mr. President, (said Mr. W.) my own opinions 
on this subject have long been known; and they 
remain now as they always have been. The con- 
stitutional power of congress to create a bank is 
made more apparent by the acknowledged necessity 
which the government is under to use some sort of 
banks as fiscal ayvents. The argument stated the 
other day by the member from Ohio, opposite to 
me, (Mr. Morris), and which I have suggested 
oilen, heretofore, appears to me unanswerable; and 
that is, that, if the government has the power to 
se Corporations in the fiscal concerns of the coun- 
try, it must have the power to create such corpora- 
tions. I have always thought that, when, by law, 
both houses of congress declared the use of state 
banks necessary to the administration of the re- 





power of congress to create a bank of the United 
States was thereby surrendered; that itis plain that, 


particular use of the government, it has the power 
to create such institutions also, if it deem that mode 
best. No government creates corporations for 
ee mere purpose of giving capacity to an artificial 
vody. Itis the end designed, the use to which it 
1s to be applied, that decides the question, in ge- 
Neral, whether the power exists to create such 
bodies. If such a corporation as a bank be neces- 
‘ary to government, if its use be indispensable, and 
if, on that ground, congress may take into its 
service banks created by states, over which it has 
No control, and which are but poorly fitted for its 
purposes, how can it be maintained that congress 
may not create a bank, by its own authority, re- 
sponsible to itself, and well suited to promote the 
ends designed by it? 

Mr. President, when the subject was last before 
the senate, I expressed my own resolution not to 
male any movement towards the establishment of 
a4 national bank, till public opinion should call for 
it. In that resolution I still remain. But it gives 


| Mr. Benton, of Mo. 











me pjeasure to have the opportunity of presenting 
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have no objection certainly to meet with a proper 
opportunity of renewing the expression of my opi- 


| nioris on the subject, although I know that so ge- 


neral has become the impression hostile to such an 
institution, that any movement here would be vain 
till there is a change in public opinion. That there 
will be such a change | fully believe; it wiil be 
brought about, I think, by experience, and sober 
reflection among the people; and when it shall 


come, then will be the proper time for a movement | 


on the subject in the public councils. Not only in 
New York, but from here to Maine, I believe it is 
now the opinion of five-sixths of the whole mer- 
cantile community, that a national bank is indis- 
pensable to the steady regulation of the currency, 
and the facility and cheapness of exchanges. The 
board of trade at New York presented a memorial 
in favor of the same object some time ago. The 
committee on finance reported against the prayer 
of the petitioners, as was to have been expected 
from the known sentiments of a majority of that 
committee. In presenting this petition now to the 
consideration of the senate, I have done all that I 
propose on this occasion, except to move that the 
petition be laid on the table and printed. 

Sir, on the subjects of currency and of the ex- 
changes of commerce experience is likely to make 
us wiser than we now are. These highly interest- 
ing subjects—interesting to the property, the busi- 
ness and the means of support of all classes—ought 
not to be connected with mere party questions and 
temporary politics. Inthe business and transac- 
tions of life men need security, steadiness and a 
permanent system. ‘This is the very last field for 
the exhibition of experiments, and I fervently hope 
that intelligent men, in and out of congress, will 
co-operate in measures which may be reasonably 
expected to accomplish these desirable objects— 
desirable and important alike to all classes and de- 
scriptions of people. 

The petition and accompanying letter were then 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Morris presented a petition from a large 
number of the inhabitants of Lorraine county, Ohio, 
praying the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia, and moved that it be received, read and 
referred. Mr. Grundy moved that the whole mat- 
ter be laid on the table; and it was so ordered. 

Other petitions and memorials were presented 
and several bills reported by various committees 
disposed of. 

The bill to amend the act establishing branch 
mints of the United States was read a third time, 
and passed. 

A message was received from the house of re- 
presentatives, through Mr. Franklin, their clerk, 
informing the senate that the house were ready to 
proceed to count the votes for president and vice 
president of the United States. 

The senate accordingly adjourned to the hall of 
the house. 

The senate having returned to their chamber, 
and the president resumed the chair, 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, a resolution was 
adopted for the appointment of a joint committee 
to waiton Martin Van Buren, and inform him 
of his election. And Mr. Grundy was appointed 
by the chair to act on the part of the senate. 

Mr. Grundy then, from the joint committee on the 
election, reported a preamble and resolution, stating 
that no election of vice president of the United 
States had been made by the college of electors; 
that Richard M. Johnson, of Kentucky, and Fran- 
cis Granger, of New York, were the highest on the 
list of persons voted for; and resolving that the se- 
nate do now proceed to elect one of these gentle- 
men vice president of the United States; and that 
senators give their votes, viva voce, in their places 
on the call of the secretary. 

The resolution was agreed to, and the senate 
proceeded to vote accordiigly, the result of which 
was as follows: 

For Richard M. Johnson. 
Mr. Morris, of Ohio. 


«© Black,of Mississippi. ** Mouton, of Lou. 

‘« Brown, of N. C. *¢ Nicholas, of Lou. 

‘ Buchanan, of Penn. “ Niles, of Conn. 

“ Cuthbert, of Georgia. “ Norvell,of Michigan. 
‘ Dana, of Maine. “ Pave,of N.H. | 

« Ewing, of Illinois. ‘ Parker, of Virginia. 
« Fulton, of Arkansas. ** Rives, of Virginia. 

« Grundy, of Tenn. ** Robinson, of Illinois. 
‘© Hendricks, of Ind. * Ruggles, of Maine. 
« Hubbard, of N.H. ‘ Sevier, of Arkansas. 
* King, of Alabama. * Strange, of N.C, 

«“ King, of Georgia. Tallmadge, of N, Y, 
« Linn, of Missouri. ‘© Tipton, of Indiana. 
« Lyon, of Michigem. * Walker, of Miss. 

« McKean, of Penn. {f Wright, of N. York. 
ee 


Moore, of Alabama. 


Mr. Bayard, of Del. 





For Francis Granger. 
Mr. Prentiss, of Vermont. 
Robbins, of R. I. 
Southard, of N. J. 
Spence, of Maryland. 
Swift, of Vermont. 
Tomlinson, of Conn. 
Kent, of Maryland. * Wall,of N. Jersey. 
“* Knight, of R. Island. ** Webster, of Mass. 
The president of the senate (Mr. King, of Ala- 


eé 


Clay, of Kentucky. 
Clayton, of Delaware. 
Crittenden, of Ky. 
Davis, of Mass. 
Ewing, of Ohio. 


«e 
ee 
<< 
«cc < 
“e 


bama) then rose, and proclaimed the result of the 
election, as follows: 


The whole number of senators of the U. 8. is 52 
Majority necessary toachoice  - : - 27 
Quorum required by the constitution - - 35 
Whole number of senators present - - 49 
For Richard M. Johnson, of Kentucky, - - 33 
For Francis Granger, of New York, - 16 


From which it appears that Ricnarp M. Joun- 
son, having the votes of a majority of the whole 
number of senators, as required by the constitution 
of the United States, is duly elected; and I there- 
fore declare that RicHarp M. Jonnson, of Ken- 
tucky, has been chosen by the senate, in pursuance 
of the provisions contained in the constitution, 
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED Staves for four 
years, commencing with the 4th day of March, 
1837. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, a resolution was 
adopted for the appointment of a joint committee 
to inform R. M. Jonnson of his election; and the 
chair was authorised to appoint the member thereof 
on the part of the senate. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the senate then ad- 


journed, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday, Feb. 3. Mr. W. B. Shepard from the 


committee for the District of Columbia, reported 


he following resolution: 


Resolved, That, on Wednesday and Thursday, 


the 15th and 16th days of February, this house will 


consider the bills relating to the District of Colum- 
bia, at 12 o’clock each day. 

Several amendments were proposed, and dis- 
agreed to; and the question being taken, the reso- 
lution was rejected. 

Mr. Jarvis from the committee on naval affairs 
reported the following resolution, which was con- 
curred in: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs, 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
stituting an examination of George’s bank, for the 
purpose of ascertaining the practicability of form- 
ing an artificial island upon it, to lessen the perils 
arising from that most dangerous shoal, to every 
vessel approaching the eastern coast of the United 
States from foreign countries, and to vessels of the 
United States engaged in the coasting trade, be- 
tween the eastern and southern states. 

The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
resolution reported on yesterday by Mr. Sutherland, 
from the committee on commerce; which was read 
and agreed to, as follows: 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
requested to report to the house of representatives, 
at its next session, upon the propriety of establish- 
ing a system of telegraphs for the United States. 

Mr. Reed, from the committee on naval affairs, 
reported the following resolution; which was read, 
and agreed to by the house: 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of build- 
ing six sloops of war of the second class. 

Sometime was spent in considering a resolution 
from the committee on commerce for the reHef of 
John Kern, deputy collector, and John D. George, 
deputy naval officer of Philadelphia—but before 
coming to a decision thereon, the house proceeded 
to the private orders of the day: but on motion of 
Mr. Paillips, suspended the rule to enable him to 
ofier the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the president of the United States 
be requested to inform this house of the progress 
which has been made in the arrangements for the 
surveying and exploring expedition, authorised at 
the last session of congress, and of the objects and 
measures to which said expedition is to be devoted, 
and also of the size and names of the vesseJs desig- 
nated by the department to be employed in the ex- 
ploring expedition with the number of the officers 
and men necessary to receive them, together with a 
statement of the expenditures already incurred in 
fitting out the expedition, and an estimate of the 
further expenditures which will be necessary until 
its successful termination, on the plan now projected. 





| Mr, Robertson to amend the same, by striking outall 


\ after the word Resolved, and inserting as follows; 


The house, by consent, proceeded to the conside- 
ration of the resolution, when a motion was made by 
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“That the secretary of the navy be directed to 
communicate to this house the number of vessels de- 
signed and fitted out, or now fitting out for the ex- 
ploring expedition to the Pacific ocean and South 
seas, the class to which they respectively belong, 
the cost already incurred, and that which it is esti- 
mated will be incurred, in completing their equip- 
ment, the time when the expedition may be expect- 
ed to sail, and its probable cost afterwards; also, 
whether either of the said vessels, or any other pub- 
lic vessel, has been put in requisition for the con- 
veyance of general Santa Ana to Mexico or else- 
where; and, if so, the authority under which such 
requisition has been made, with all orders to and 
from the department in relation thereto.” 


And on the question to agree to this amendment, 
it was decided in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. Mercer to amend the 
resolution by adding thereto as follows: 

‘Also, a list of the officers of the navy, the dates 
of their respective appointments, and the number of 
years that each has been at sea since the year 1814.” 

This amendment was disagreed to; and the reso- 
lution was then agreed to by the house. 


The house proceeded to the consideration of the 
joint resolution granting a pension to Susan Deca- 
tur, widow of the late commodore Decatur; which 
said resolution is as follows: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
of the United States of America in congress assembled, 

hat Mrs. Susan Decatur, widow of the late com- 
modore S. Decatur, be paid from the navy pension 
funda pension for five years, commencing from the 
30th June, 1834, in conformity with the provisions 
of the act concerning naval pensions and the navy 
pension fund, passed 30th June, 1834; the said pen- 
sion not to be liable for her responsibilities on ac- 
count of the debts of her late husband; provided that 
the said pension shall cease on the death or marriage 
of the said Susan Decatur. 


A motion was made by Mr. Washington to amend 
said resolution by striking out the words “the said 
pension not to be liable for her responsibilities on 
account of the debts of her late husband,” and in- 
serting, in lieu thereof, the following: ‘and that she 
be allowed, from said fund, the arrearages of the 
half pay of a post captain from the death of com- 
modore Decatur to the 30th June, 1834, together 
with the pension hereby allowed her.” 


To which amendment the following was offered 
by Mr. Mercer, and accepted by Mr. W. ‘And that 
the arrearage of said pension be vested in the secre- 
tary of the treasury in trust for the use of the said 
Susan Decatur.” 


Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohio, moved to commit the re- 
solution to the committee on naval affairs; which 
was lost. Theamendment of Mr. Washington was 
then agreed to, and the resolution as amended was 
then engrossed, read a third time, and passed, and 
sent to the senate for concurrence. 


The speaker laid before the house a letter from the 
secretary of war ad interim, transmitting a report of 
the survey of the harbor of Havre-de-Grace, and 
other documents connected therewith, called for by 


the house on the 30th of January. 


The speaker laid before the house a report of the 
secretary of war ad interim, transinitting a report of 
the survey of James river, and other documents con- 
nected therewith, called for by the house on the 30th 
of January. Also, 

A letter from the secretary of the navy, setting 
forth that it does not appear that any resolution has 
been received at the navy department directing a 
survey of the coast from the Rigolets to Mobile point. 
Information as to the progress made in said survey 
was called for by the house on the 30th ult. 


The engrossed bill authorising the secretary of the 
navy to place the name of Dr. John P. Briggs on 
the navy pension list, was read a third time and pass- 
ed, and sent to the senate. 


The following cngrossed bills were also severally 
read a third time and passed, and sent to the senate. 
An act granting an increase of pension to Empson 
Hamilton; an act for the relief of Abigail Appleton. 
And the house adjourned. 


Saturday, Feb. 4. Mr. Cushman presented the 
joint resolutions of the legislature of the state of 
New Hampshire, instructing her representatives in 
congress to use their influence to procure a reduc- 
tion of the tariff, and in favor of such graduation 
and limitation of the sales of the public lands as 
will best promote the actual settlement aud occu- 
pancy of the same. Also, to vote against any bill 
providing for the distribution of any moneys to the 
states, which may hereafter be in the treasury of 
the United States; or for any change of the law now 
in existence regulating the deposiie of public mo- 
neys so as to distribute or relinquish the payment 
thereof. 


Mr. Garland, of Virginia, from the select com- 
mittee appointed to investigate the agency of the 
deposite banks, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the chairman of the select com- 
mittee of investigation, appointed on the 3d of Ja- 
nuary, 1837, be directed to ask the house of repre- 
sentatives for an order to print so many copies of 
the journal of this committee as they may think 
proper to order, for the use of the members, to be 
printed, and Jaid on their tables with their report. 

Mr. G. gave as a reason for asking that the jour- 
nal be printed at this time, that the session was so 
near the close, and as the journal would be indis- 
pensable to the understanding of the report, there 
would not be time to print the former, unless the 
printing were now commenced. 

On motion of Mr. Cave Johnson, the resolution 
was so amended as to restrict the number of copies 
to the ordinary number in cases of documents pub- 
lished for the use of the house, namely, one thou- 
sand and thirty. 

_ And the resolution thus modified, was concurred 
in. 

Some time was occupied in considering the re- 
port of the committee on commerce on the petition 
of John Kern and John D. George, which was final- 
ly laid onthe table. Several bills, &c. were re- 
ported, among them the following: 


Mr. Cambreleng, from the committee of ways 
and means, reported amendments to the bill making 
appropriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses 
of government; which were committed to the com- 
mittee of the whole house on the state of the union, 
and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Sutherland, from the committee on com- 
merce, reported a bill making appropriations for 
the improvement of certain harbors therein men- 
tioned, for the year 1837; which bill was twice read, 
and committed. 


On motion of Mr. Sutherland, the reports and sur- 
veys in relation to the harbors at Havre-de-Grace 
and James river were ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. Thomas, the committee on the 
judiciary had leave to sit during the sittings of the 
house for the purpose of investigating the charges 
of official misconduct against judge Thruston, of 
the district court of the United States for District of 
Columbia. 


The following engrossed bills, on motion of Mr. 
E. Whittlesey were read a third time and passed: 

The bill to amend an act entitled an act to estab- 
lish b:anches of the mint of the United States. 

The bill respecting discriminating duties upon 
Dutch and Belgian vesseis and their cargoes. 

[At the suggestion of Mr. Adams this bill was so 
amended, by general consent, as to strike out the 
words ‘234th chapter.’’] 


On motion of Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, the 
bill from the senate to extend the limits of the port 
of New Orleans, was read a third time and passed. 


The house, on motion of Mr. E. Whitilesey, pass- 
ed to the previous orders of the day; and the biil 
for the relief of David Kilbourn coming up on its 
final passage, an animated debate ensued, which was 
terminated by the previous question, moved by Mr. 
Reynolds, and the main question being taken, the 
bill was passed—ayes 83, nays 73. 

The bill for the relief of Robert Waln was next 
taken up, and the question being on its third read- 
ing, adebate ensued, but before the bill was dis- 
posed of, 


Mr. McKennan moved that the house do now ad- 
journ, but withdrew his motion in order to afford 
opportunity to the committee of five appointed on 
a former day to make their report in relation to the 
counting and declaration of the votes for president 
and vice president of the United States; which re- 
port on motion was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Peyton asked the indulgence of the house to 
notice a matter personal to himself, which had ap- 
peared in the official journal of this morning. 

Leave being given, 

Mr. Peyton rose and said: The house would bear 
him witness that he had not been in the habit of 
annoying them with matters personal to himself 
which occurred out of doors. Now, however, he 
felt bound to request a moment’s indulgence, not so 
much on his own individual account, as because it 
was due to the committee, and to the house of 
which he was a member. He (Mr. P.) referred to 
a statement which appeared in the Globe of this 
morning, which was as follows: 

“If this sfatement be true, or even approach the 
truth, itis evident that a gross outrage was com- 
mitted by Mr. Peyton towards a witness summoned 
to testify before the committee, and therefore under 
its protection; and an act of such disrespect to the 
committee itself, as should have subjected Mr. Pey-| 





ton to its severest censure.” 





ee 

The statement of Whitney alluded to Wes het... 

ly untrue, but it did not even approach the trun 

n answer to it nothing more was necessary fort th, 
to do than simply to state to the house the facts o 
the case, as they appeared upon the journal of th 
committee. , 

It would be sufficient to state that his friend g,, 
Ohio, (Mr. Hamer), though differing from ji" 
(Mr. P.) in politics, moved, on the conclusion «j 
the occurrence in question, a resolution of ceneur 
against Reuben M. Whitney for insulting him, (Mr 
P.) which passed unanimously. The committee bai 
authorised him (Mr. P.) to publish this resolution 
which he (Mr. P.) would lay before the house.’ 
Extract from the journal of the committee of inves, 

gation, J. Garland, Chairman, Wednesday, Jy, 

25, 1837. 

By Mr. Peyton. Question 15—Did_ you receiy, 
any letter of recommendation from Roger B, 7,, 
ney, or did he in any manner countenance or ¢, 
courage you in applying for the agency contempla. 
ed, or did he positively refuse to recommend, >. 
ceive, or countenance you in that capacity, whi), 
he was at the head of the treasury department? 

Mr. Whitney. Answer—I decline answering this 
interrogatory; more particularly as the individya| 

ropounding it has asserted, positively and public. 
y, that the substance of the latter part of it is true, 
beginning with “‘or did he,” &c. therefore, being the 

arty accused, I am nota proper witness. I think 
in justice that the individual who has made the ql. | 
legation should be called to preduce his proof. 

The witness was desired to withdraw. 

Mr. Hamer moved that the foregoing answer to 
the 15th question be returned to the witness, beinr 
no reply to the interrogatory, and disrespectful to g 
member of the committee. 

The witness, (R. M. Whitney), immediately af. 
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ter the passing of this resolution, was brought int) J Mr. Peyt 
the committee room, out of which he had been [R seat. 
sent, and the resolution of censure was read to hin, J The resol 
(R. M. Whitney), and his answer was returned to J was then re 
him. He (R. M. Whitney) then apologized to the Be Mr. Wis 
committee, and took back his answer, after which —B Mr. Spec 
he peaceably answered the next question which was JB has been ¢ 
propounded to him, and such as before he had most J (Mr. Peyto 
indecorously refused toanswer. This statement of J on my own 
the simple fact would at once show who was wrong JB committee 
in the occurrence referred to; it would show the J show how ' 
unanimous decision of the committee to be thatthe JR been misre 
witness was wrong, and his subsequent apology was wretch wh 
an acknowledgment of it. From the fi 
Having stated thus much, which he (Mr.P.) J& before the 
flattered himself was an ample refutation of the JR what his e 
charges implied in the Globe, and other papers, J mination. 
perhaps it might not he unnecessary to relate what JB anticipated 
was the actual occurrence on the occasion referred JR evidently d 
to. His friend from Virginia, (Mr. Garland), ani JB and myself 
every other member of the committee, would do [— before, in 
him the justice to say that he (Mr. P.) had inthe JR by attemp 
first instance, treated Whitney with as much cour- By “¥ 
thad faile 


tesy as he would have shown even to chief justice 
Marshall himself, if he had been alive and there; 
and for him (Mr. P.) to do so, when the course and 


recognise | 
» behaviour 


conduct of the man to him (Mr. P.) was consider- committee 
ed, it required on his part no little exertion of phi- § sant, contu: 
losophy. He, (Mr. P.) however, had done so. panswers te 
From the time the witness (R. M. Whitney) first He would 
came into the committee room he (Mr. P.) had put with an il 
about sixty questions in regular succession, and a his arms, ¢ 
different times, to all of which he could not get cast glances 
more than ten or twelve answers; the witness threw tempt at n 
them off contemptuously, denouncing them as in- anxious to 
quisitorial, and this contemptuous course he ( Whit: haviour, $1] 
ney) repeated day after day, and night after night. his insolen 
It was manifest that he (R.M. Whitney) had to- composure 
tally mistaken the feelings which prompted his (Mr. our forbea 
P’s) course, and from this indulgence in his inso- phe tried t 
lence he made a miscalculation ,and went at length Ji *2swers. 
too far; no doubt he imagined that because his card wanted to 
in the Globe had not been noticed by me, therefore, night this 
I was to be insulted with impunity. On the night several of 
of the occurrence (said Mr. P.) I put to him a [Blain ac 
question, in order to draw from him the truth of place, con 
my statement, which he carded me for making; the certainly ' 
question related to Mr. Taney’s refusal to counte- #'" whispe 
nance him, but, as on former occasions, the witness caly at i 
would not answer, affirming that he had a right to rogatory, 
demand from me proof of this matter, as 1 had stat- JB ‘ the que 
edit tobe true. Sir, I suffered this conduct to pass J "0unced; 
unnoticed by me, both because he was a witness, JB as calle 
and because I did not wish to enter into personal al- . the cor 
tercation with one who is as completely shielded te the : 
from the notice of all honorable men by his infamy he fire-p 
as a mad dog is by his Aydrophobia. But, sir, he ier. on 
accompanied that answer with a scowl, a frown, 30 & v4 a ' 
insulting look of defiance, directed boldly to me pet-  €8¢ next 
sonally, which perhaps no one else thensaw. I ap- J °Pposite 
pealed, sir, immediately to the chair, to know if the — ™an tow: 
witness should be permitted to insult me; I walked ma Mr. 
up to him, and said I would teach him better than § 8) full 
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fo insult me, that I would let him know that ont 
+" ed no constitutional privilege to chastise him 
ne dared to insult me; that, if he did, I would 
a him to death on the spot. Sir, I used language 
hich was harsh, for I was excited, as any man 
~ uld have been who has a soul within him fit to 
Se The chair called to order, and I took my 
we He says I drew a pistol upon him: it is false. 
After I sat down, he rose and began again; I walk- 
.4to him again, and he, at that moment, seemed as 
‘¢ he was about to use a weapon: he had his hand 
: his pocket, and, when I walked up to him, I put 
* hand in my bosom, but I drew nothing from it; 
my han : : ; 
syery one present believed from his attitude he was 
armed with deadly weapons. My friend from Vir- 
inia (Mr. Wise) interposed; the witness was with- 
‘awn, and the committee unanimously passed a re- 
solution censuring his insulting behavior. As soon 
as I could, sir, I made an apology, which I felt due 
tothe committee for having been transported by 
such provocation to lose the momentary command 
of my temper. The witness, on being again brought 
snto the room, apologized for the insult, and was af- 
terwards, as he had been by me before, treated with 
erfect respect, as due to his position as a witness. 
think, sir, this explanation and statement of the 
acts isdue to the committee and to the house; the 
prompt course adopted by the committee is alone a 
sufficient refutation of the false statements which 
have rendered this explanation necessa I knew 
what was due to a witness, and I felt what was due 
to myself. I do not envy, sir, that wretch his cal- 
Jousness and insensibility, who, when assailed by a 
ruffian, would not, without regard to who he is, re- 
sist, if necessary, force by force. Grateful to the 
Hhouse for the indulgence which it has accorded to 
me, I shall not any longer occupy its time unneces- 
vsarily. 
q Me Peyton having concluded, then resumed his 
> seat. 
© Theresolution of the committee of investigation 
was then read by the clerk of the house. 
- Mr. Wise then rose and said— 
" Mr. Speaker: lt request the same indulgence that 
[has been granted to my friend from Tennessee, 
> (Mr. Peyton), I request the indulgence not so much 
Pon my own account, personally, as in respect to the 
committee of which I am a member. I wish to 
"show how the proceedings of that committee have 
"been misrepresented and belied by that infamous 
"wretch who has published his card in the Globe. 
From the first moment he, (R. M. Whitney) came 
before the committee, I saw, or thought I saw, in 
what his examination might result before its ter- 
"mination. It may have been imagination, but I 
‘anticipated his intentions from the start. He was 
"evidently disposed to try my friend from Tennessee 
»and myself. He had felt his way, for some time 
"before, in the Globe. He tried our patience there 
“by attempting to draw our attention towards him 
by his insulting cards and paragraphs. We both 
‘had failed to take any notice of him; we could not 
recognise him as a gentleman in any respect. His 
‘behaviour and manner, when he came before the 
scommittee, was that of a supercilious, self-import- 
ant, contumacious and contemptuous witness. His 
answers to interrogatories were given in writing. 
He would write his answer at the table, and then, 
with an impudent air of nonchalance, would fold 
his arms, cock up his legs against the wall, and 
cast glances, full of defiance and expressive of con- 
tempt at me and my friend from Tennessee, as if 
anxious to insult us by his looks. To all this be- 
haviour, sir, not a remark was applied; no notice of 
his insolence was taken; we treated him with quiet 
composure and decent respect, until emboldened by 
our forbearance, he went further; he behaved worse: 
he tried the experiment of being personal in his 
» *Mswers. His course, I think, was tentative; he 
Wanted to see how far he might dare to go. The 
hight this occurrence happened, | was sitting, with 
several of my colleagues of the committee, on a 
sofa in a corner of the room, on one side of the fire- 
place, conversing in perfect good humor, in a way 
certainly very agreeable to myself, telling anecdotes 
»1n whispers. The silence which reigned was broken 
cnly at intervals by the annunciation of an inter- 
_togatory, or the reading of an answer. The answer 
fo the question which caused the affray was an- 
hounced; the attention of all to the reading of it 
was called. The witness was sitting at a table 
In the corner, on the opposite side of the fire-place 
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from the sofa; a long table was sitting in front of 


the fire-place; the chairman and Mr. Peyton were 
Sitting on the side next the fire, the former towards 
Fthe end next the sofa, and the latter towards the 
end next the witness. The clerk was sitting on the 
‘Opposite side of the table. The back of the chair- 
man towards me, and when he read the answer, 
and Mr. Peyton looked around, it brought his, (Mr. 
; P's) full face towards ine. As soon as the answer 





was read, I looked at my friend, and saw he was 
flushed with excitement; his face beamed with in- 
dignation; no one could mistake his feelings. He 
first addressed the chairman, by saying, ‘“‘Mr. Chair- 
man, I wish you distinctly to inform the witness 
that he is not to insult me here.” He was pro- 
ceeding, when I arose, and remarked, “Mr. Chair- 
man, the d——d insolence of this witness is insuf- 
ferable, and has been borne long enough.” He had, 
in fact, Mr. Speaker, declined to answer one ques- 
tion because it was “inquisitorial; and because 
another was “inquisitorial,” he declined to answer 
it, and had rung all the changes upon that word 
till, if reiteration could convince and supply the 
place of truth, one might have believed, from mere 
repetition, that the committee was, what it has 
been denounced to be, worse than a Spanish in- 
quisition! Sir, he had received his cue. 

But to proceed: My friend rose as I uttered these 
words respecting the witness, put me back with his 
arm, and said, “‘This is my business, Wise; not 
yours.” And he walked straight up to the witness 
where he sat, and said to him nearly these words— 
[ will endeavor to give his very words, however 
harsh: “You talk about my shielding myself behind 
my constitutional privileges. Now, I tell you that 
I claim no constitutional privileges to protect me 
from your insults in my presence; and you d——d 
thief and robber, if you dare to insult me here or 
elsewhere, to my face, I will put you to death on 
the spot!’ The chairman had called me to order, 
and I had sat down; he immediately called my friend 
back to his seat. For itis but due, Mr. Speaker, 
to the chairman to say that he has done his duty, in 
all respects, ou thatcommittee. My friend took his 
seat, when the witness rose, and began to say, “Mr. 
Chairman, I have been summoned to appear before 
this committee, and I claim its protection” —— He 
did not finish the sentence before my friend rose, 
and told him to sit down. <‘Sit down, sir! you have 
no right to speak here but in writing, and you shall 
not utter a word; if you speak another word, I will” 
—— Sir, I do not remember here exactly what he 
said he would do; he used many harsh epithets, such 
as “«d——d scoundrel.”? The witness uttered not a 
word, but he was standing, and immediately advanc- 
ed his left foot, and put his right hand tn his panta- 
loons’ right pocket. 1 was standing then immediate- 
ly behind my friend, and, seeing Whitney assume 
this attitude, I walked quickly around the end of the 
table, near to Whitney’s left side. I expected him 
to draw a deadly weapon on my friend. I watched 
the motion of that right arm, the elbow of which 
could be seen by me; and, had it moved one inch, he 
had died upon the spot? That was my determina- 
tion. Let me not be misunderstood or misrepre 
sented. I mean to say that, if he had drawn his 
deadly weapon on my friend, tt should never have 
done its execution. I considered my friend in immi- 
nent danger and stood prepared to arrest it—to pre- 
vent his life from being taken by a villain, who wore 
every appearance, and assumed the very attitude of 
an insidious assassin. Happily, I had no occasion 
to interpose, but in a friendly manner, to force my 
friend away, who had, seeing the position of the wit- 
ness, pul his hand in his bosom. I stepped in be- 
tween them, took hold of Mr. Peyton, caught him 
by his waistcoat, and closed it. I told him Whit- 
ney’s blood was not worth spilling, and was not fit 
to stain any man—he was not worthy of his notice. 
My friend sat down, saying, ‘Yes, he is worth my 
notice when he comes to my face andinsults me. I 
would notice any d——d dog!”” The chairman ex- 

ostulated with him, and my friend replied, ‘You 

ave not seen him, sir; he has been looking at me— 
looking at me, sir, and he shall not look at me again! 
I submit it to you, sir; whether J have not treated 
him as if he were a gentleman.” The chair remon- 
strated against further disorder. Whitney had not 
uttered a word after he was ordered by my friend to 
be silent, and did not until after he had retired and 
returned to the committee room. Mr. Hamer had 
been speaking; the witness was requested to retire. 
Mr. Sener offered the resolution you have heard 
read; it passed unanimously; witness was called in; 
the chairman returned him his offensive answer, and 
informed him of the resolution, and he immediately 
said, *«“Mr. Chairman, if I have been disrespectful 
to the committee I regret it, sir, and apologize for 
it.” The clerk took down his words immediately, 
unknown to most of the members, and the commit- 
tee, afterwards, when Mr. Hamer was about to move 
to insert the witness’s apology, withdrew his motion, 
because the committee concurred unanimously, I 
thought, that the clerk had correctly recorded it al- 
ready. Thus ended the whole affair. 

I went to the chairman, to Mr. Hamer, Mr. Mar- 
tin, and Mr. Fairfield, all, I think, of the committee, 
and begged them not to adjourn until] my friend’s ex- 
citement entirely subsided. I suggested that he 
should be permitted to ask another question or two, 





umettiie 


and that the committee should discharge the witness 
before it adjourned, so that Mr. Peyton might be- 
come calm, and not retire at the same time with the 
witness. This course was adopted, and successful- 
ly pursued. Whitney came back into the commit- 
tee room, after he had retired, entirely humbled, I 
thought, and answered the next question propound- 
ed in the only becoming manner he exhibited at all. 
Such, sir, is a true statement of the whole transac- 
tion, and such was the part in it which I bore. I 
put it tothe members of the committee to say whe- 
ther what Whitney has published of my conduct on 
that occasion is correct; whether, with the exception 
of my first denunciation of his insolence; and of my 
after expression that he was not worthy of notice, 
my interposition was not peaceful. Sir, I acted on 
the occasion the part of pacificator. He says I ap- 
‘sage him with my friend to ogle him and frown 

im down. It is true, 1 didapproach him, and eye 
him, when I suspected his design to draw a weapon; 
I stood ready and watchful to protect my friend; but 
I call upon every gentleman on the committee, of all 
parties, friend or foe, to say whether I have not stat- 
ed the facts truly. I say that no part or parcel, jot 
or title, of the statement of that infamous wretch, 
Whitney, is true, except the one statement of the 
question and answer. He states nothing as it oc- 
curred, and something that did not occur at all. I 
call upon the chairman of the committee, who should 
be the best witness, to say if these are not the facts. 

Mr. Garland, of Virginia, said that it was ex- 
tremely unpleasant to him at any time, and under 
any circumstances, to make astatementin reference 
to a personal controversy, but from the various hues 
in various directions which had been given to the 
transaction referred to by his colleague, (Mr. Wise), 
he thought it due tothe committee, to the house, and 
to the country, that a correct statement should be 
made. Mr. G. said, without expressing any opinion 
in regard to the “card” referred to, or any other part 
of the transaction, he would simply say, that the 
statement of the facts and circumstances related by 
his a was substantially correct, and detailed 
very much as they happened. Some things stated 
he did not see; others occurred which were omitted, 
not affecting the substantial correctness of the nar- 
rative. Mr. G. said he did not see the scowl! and 
contemptuous look which the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee states Mr. Whitney to have given him; his 
eyes were turned in another direction at the time it 
is said to have happened, but he distinctly remem- 
bers hearing the gentleman from Tennessee com- 
rap of it at the time, andas the principal cause of 

is excitement. Mr. G. said the occurrence was 
very sudden, and the gentleman from Tennessee was 
certainly very much excited. He said that, witha 
view to restore quiet, he stated to Mr. Whitney that 
a question would arise as to the disposition of his 
answer, and that he must retire, which he did. Af- 
ter Mr. Whitney had left the room, Mr. Peyton be- 
came more tranquil, apologized to the committee, 
and stated that he had been very much excited on 
account of the insult which he regarded as having 
been given himin the answer of Mr. Whitney, and 
the scowl and ee look with which it was 
accompanied. Mr. Whitney was then called in, and 
the resolution of the committee in reference to his 
answer read to him; he then apologized to the com- 
mittee in the terms contained in the copy of the 
journal of the committee just read. 

Mr. Gillett then rose, and, after stating the diffi- 
culty of any two, much more, any nine, witnesses 
stating facts precisely alike, or agreeingin many, it 
might be, important particulars, said that many 
things which Whitney had stated were true, but he 
had been guilty of some omissions; he, however, 
would not undertake to detail what did occur, and 
he thought no one should, in this way, before the 
house, as what was said there might be equally mis- 
reported and misrepresented. But, if the house 
wished to know exactly what did occur on the oc- 
casion, it should order the committee to report the 
facts, and he, therefore, proposed to offer a resolu- 


‘ tion to that effect. 


[This motion, the reception of it being objected 
to, was not in order at this time.] 

Mr. Wise then again rose to conclude his re- 
marks, which he had not finished before Mr. Gil- 
lettrose. He said: Sir, in continuation of my state- 
ment, I have te remark that my friend from Ten- 
nessee is pardonable for much he said and did on 
that occasion. He spoke many harsh words, but 
under the strongest excitement. We both looked 
upon Reuben M. Whitney as a base minion of exe- 
cutive power, who went there with a predetermina- 
tion to insult us: he came backed, and endorsed, 
and prompted by the highest authority to brow-beat 
and taunt us, and to trample upon the power of a 
committee constitutionally raised by the representa- 
tives of the people to detect and expose his villain- 
ous connexion with the executive branch of the go- 
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ci area ee 
vernment. My friend regarded the wretch as a|be tolerated, and the committee were unanimously | vote of the whole college has been given for 4, | The ho 
mere agent, a miserable tool of others—others the | of that opinion. same persons. “ft Mr. 0. A 
highest in power. It was too much, sir, to suffer| After this sudden gust of passion, this momenta-| The committee are of opinion that the secong sec. ae will, on 

his authorised insults. My friend did not treat him ry excitement, the gentleman from Tennessee ex- | tion of the second article of the constitution, Which the whole 
as an equal, but he was transported with passion at | pressed his regret, and apologized to the commit- | declares that ‘no senator, or representative, oy a for the "I 
his insolence and effrontery. He did and said |tee for what had taken place on his part. The}son holding an office of trust or profit under 4, diers of th 
many things which became not himself, but which | witness was called back, and apologized to the | United States, shail be appointed an elector,” 04... The un 


Whitney richly deserved. As soon as he became 
calm and cool, he apologized to the committee in 
the most respectful terms. 


committee for any thing he had done of a disre- 
spectful character. He (Mr. H.) had hoped the 
whole matter would have remained there; but it 


to be carried in its whole spirit into rigid exec, 
tion, in order to prevent officers of the general oy, 
vernment from bringing their official power to jn;)). 


ed on Mo 
of Kentuc 


The gentleman from New York (Mr. Gillett) | seemed that by some means it had got out, and was | ence the elections of president and vice president yy society. . 
says that “‘many things which Whitney says are | travelling through the country in the newspapers. | the United States. This provision of the constit,, bot -s 
true.” I repeat, sir, that no part or parcel, jot or | False and exagzerated statements, in regard to it, | tion, it is believed, excludes and disqualifies deny, mittee ag 
tittle of his statement, except the question and an- | were no doubt circulated in public journals; and al-| ty postmasters from the appointment of elect, -“ ‘an 
swer, is true; it is wholly false in matter and man- | though he deprecated all discussions of this sort, | and the disqualification relates to the time of the ,), Mr. - 
ner; in fact, and coloring, and context—emphatical- | yet he thought the gentieman from Tennessee per- | pointments, and that a resignation of the office , ese ‘a 
ly false—false in italics! His statement as to his | fectly justifiable in bringing the subject before the | deputy postmaster after his appointment as elecig Const ra 
apology when he returned to the committee, I ven- | house, for the purpose of making a statement in his} would not entitle him to vote as elector under th ing 
ture to say no member of the committee will vouch; | own defence. constitution. a ' ie 
and that he makes especially a marked statement| Having said thus much, he would trouble the| Should a case occur in which it became necesq), a . | 
by words in italics. In this he is wilfully and bra- | honse no further. ry to ascertain and determine upon the qualificatio,, page 
zenly false; and no member on the committee can} Monday, Feb.6. Mr. Thomas asked the general | of electors of president and vice president of {\ to On wile 
endorse his statement. The gentleman from New |consent of the house, at this time, to take up and | United States, the important question would be pp. idm th 
York (Mr. Gillett) says he will not undertake here | consider the report from the joint committee of the | sented—what tribunal would, under the constitutioy, — oa 
to make a statement. Sir, I care not whether he} two houses on the mode and manner in which the | be competent to decide? Whether the respective co), from nate 
does or not. I have my statement, confirmed by | votes of president and vice president should be | leges of electors in the ditierent states should deci, f Berks 
my honorable colleague, (Mr. Garland), and that | counted. upon the qualifications of their own members, or eq). Os 


is all I want. It may be, sir,—I don’t say it is so— 
but it may be likely, that some gentleman who was 
present so lost his wits on the occasion that he could 


The speaker said that the report had been sent to 
the official printer on Saturday, and had not yet been 
returned; but a messenger had been despatched forit. 


gress should exercise the power, is a question whic) 
the committee are of opinion ought to be settled by 
a permanent provision upon the subject. 


public mi 
m the passa 
| of ways ¢ 


not make a statement if he were to try! Now itis| Messrs. Peyton aud Martin, members of the ju-| The committee at present, and in part, report the Bs rit 
ah eg to couple the name of my friend in a reso- | diciary committee, and also of the select committee | following resolutions: tion to st 
ution with that of R. M. Whitney. I hope, sir, | of investigatiou, of which the hon. J. Garland is| Resolved, That the two houses shall assemble in amble an 
the house will not so degrade my friend, by the as- | chairman, were, on their several motions, released| the chamber of the house of representatives 0, one. 

sociation even of names. What! couple the name |from further attendance on the former committee, Wednesday next at twelve o’ciock, and the pres Mr. P 
of a villain, pensioned for his perjury, with the | with a view to attend on the latter, which has leave | dent of the senate shall be the presiding officer; thy tion, dist 
name of Palie Peyton in the same resolution! Sir, | to sit during the sessions of the house. one person be appointed a teiler on the part of the judiciary 
if you had been present and witnessed the svene of} A message was received from the senate, inform- | senate, and two on the part of the house of repre. . 


that night, you would have been struck with the 


ing the house of its concurrence in the report of the 


Chiat 
Sucil 


sentatives, to make a list of the votes as they 


order to 
gation, 0 


immense diiference between the two men. I will | joint committee appointed to consider and report | be declared; that the result shall be delivered to th JR has leave 
tell you what you would have seen: you would | upon the mode of counting out the votes for presi- | president of the senate, who shall announce the stat: Ie Petitic 
have seen the high elevation of an honest, bold, | dent and vice president of the United States. of the vote, and the persons elected, to the ty Be der of st 
courageous, manly, noble disposition, above a low, Mr. Thomas moved that the house concur with | houses assembled as aforesaid, which shail be deem. Ry Mr. Jar 
base, cowering, cowardly, dishonest wretch! That, | the senate in the report and resolutions thereto ap- | eda declaration of the persons elected president an IR or New 


sir, was the only spectacle you would have seen.— 
And I say, sir, let those of the two classes of spirits 

_ then present be respectively consorted together, and as- 
similated to each other! 


pended, as reported by hii to this house on Satur- 
day evening, as follows: 

m stent 4a 

[he cominittee on the partof the house of repre- 


vice president of the U. States; and, together wii 
a list of votes, be entered on tle journals of the tno 
houses. 





Lawrenc 
shy fT — . 
= \tassach 


m tain peti 


Piston 


sentatives, ‘“‘appointed to join such committee as Resolved, That, in relation to the votes of Micii- ® heis ar 
Mr. Hamer (a member of the committee) said | might be appointed on the part of the senate, to as-} gan, if the counting or omitting to count them sial Mr. 


that he should not detain the house with any re- 
marks of his, were it not for an observation that 
fell from the gentleman from Tenn. (Mr. Peyton), 
and had been repeated by the gentleman froma Vir- 
girvia, Who last occupied the floor, (Mr. Wise).— 
They had stated that the gentleman from Va. had | 
notified the members of the committee, that when | 





certain and report a mode of examining the votes 
for president and vice president of the United States, 
of notifving the persons elected of their election; and 
also to inquire into the expediency of ascertaining 





whether any votes were given at the recentelection 
contrary to the prohibition contained in the second 
section of the second article of the constitution; and, 





not essentially change the resuit of the electios, 
they shall be reported by the president of the senat: 
in the follownig manner: were the votes of Micii 
gan to be counted, the result would be, for A B tu: 
president of the United States, -—— votes; if no 
counted, for A B ior president of the United States, 








ther one 

from oth 
m She spe 
$5 rH. | 
em O1 tne i 
® from an 
™ tions we 


Ra votes: but in either event, A B is elected pr- TB the citi 
ie this subject came before the house, he would call | if any such votes were given, what ought to be done | sident of the United States. Andinthe same ma IRe were to 
a) eg upon them to pronounce Mr. Whitney’s card false | with them; and whether any and what provision | ner for vice president. tation, t 
aA in every part, except so much as related to the pro- {ought to be made for securing the faithful observ- In answer to an inquiry from Mr. Mercer, } ferent fi 
a ceedings of the committee. If he (Mr. H.) now |ance in future of that section of the constitution,’! Mr. Thomas said that the joint committee hx cision. | 
Vn remained silent, after what had occurred, it might | Report: ascertained that tnere were five of the eiectos, having } 
on be inferred that he had borne testimony to the false- That the short period at which they were appoint-j namely, one from the state of New Hampshiie, inhabits 
hue hood so charged. He did not intend that any such | ed before the day on which the votes for president} three from North Carolina and one from Conneci the poi: 
ie inference should be drawn. He agreed with the | and vice president of the United States have to be} cut, who bore the same names as individuals wh his deci 
Oe gentleman from New York, (Mr. Gillett), that no | counted, has prevented them from investigating the| held the offices of deputy postmasters under te The ap: 
a nine individuals who might be present at an affair | facts submitted to their examination as fully as might | general government. The committee had therefore Mercer, 
ye of this kind could be found, who would afterwards | have been done had more time been allowed. The} concluded that they were the same persons, and, I save tin 
a state all the details alike; and at this time he would | correspondence which has taken place between the | so, five persons had voted who held offices uncer Chambe 
ft not go into details. As to Mr. Whitney’s “card,” | chairman of the committee and the heads of the dif-| the general government. The committee had aiso son der 
yi he would neither pronounce it true nor false. He | ferent departments of the executive branch of the] unanimously concluded that. whether these vous cocle as\; 
be: had, as he stated in conversation with the gentle- | government, accompanies this report, from which | be counted or not, the result of the presidentie: the mot 
i man from Virginia the other day, read it but hasti- | it appears that Isaac Waldron, who was an elector} election could not be afiected. ‘The committee 1a ble hir 
i ly, when it first appeared; and he had not taken the |in New Hampshire, was, at the time of his appoint-! not recommended tothe house to reject these votes. son did 
i trouble to look at it since. But as he was up, he|ment as elector, president of a deposite bank at| It would be a delicate power for congress to a deman 
r would say that, without going into particulars, the | Portsmouth, and was appointed and acting as pen-| sume, and the question arose whether the subject called 
; outlines of the transaction, as given by the gentle- | sion agent, without compensation, under the autho-!did not properly belong to the electoral colle questio 
bi man from Tennessee and the gentleman from Vir- | rity of the United States; that, in two cases, persons |The committee expressed their decided disapprob» tion w: 
AG ginia, were substantially correct. of the same names with the individuals who were| tion of any interference of those officers in bi ed for | 
: Ne thought it due to himself to state what had | appointed and voted as electors in the state of North | election, and proposed, in a future report, to pre which 
been his own course in the matter. When the ex- | Carolina, held the offices of deputy postmasters un- | vide for similar cases hereafter, and to give either the dec 
i citement took place, and the honorable chairman | der the general government. Italso appears thatin| to congress or the electoral college power to rejet the ho 
fa called ‘“order,”’ he (Mr. H.) rose and commenced | New Hampshire there is one case; in Connecticut} these votes. bi tive— 
nie making a speech, the object of which was to aid | there is one case; in North Carolinathere isone case,|_ Mr. Cambreleng said there was one point to whic’ decisic 
t) the chairman in producing order out of disorder. | in which, from the report of the postmaster general,| he wished to call the attention of the house, am" Mr. 
) f He had continued upon the floor, occasionally in- | it it probable that, at the time of the appointment of| that was, that all these individuals had resign! that m 
ie # terrupted by other gentlemen, until he closed his } electors in these states respectively, the electors or| their offices before they gave in their votes. debati 
; remarks by submitting the resolution which was | persons of the same names were deputy postmas-| After some remarks from Mr. Thomas and Mr. should 
unanimously adopted by the committee. Hejters. The committee have not ascertained whether} Mercer, Mr. Crary called for a division of the ques hoped. 
thoucht the resolution due to the committee, due | the electors are the same individuals who held, or are| tion. Mr. C. contended that the votes of Michigal sponsi 

to the individual inember involved, and due to the | presumed to have held, the offices of deputy post-| ought to be received in the same way as the votes Mr. 

witness himself, who had in some measure provok- | masters at the time when the appointment of elec-j of any other state in the union; for if it should tur titions 

ed what followed. tors was made; and this is the less to be regretted, | out that there were no election by the electoral cor Mr. 

His (Mr. H’s.) opinion was, that a witness called | as it is confidently believed that no change in the} lege, it must be seen that the vote of Michig2 ladies 

before a committee, having an interrogatory pro- | result of the election of either the president or vice | must be taken in this house for president, and 1n t¢ He wi 

pounded to him, ought either to answer or to de- | president would be effected by the ascertainment of | other house for vice president. He could not col sition 

cline. If he declined answering a question, that | the fact in either way, as five or six votes only would | ceive that it was the business of the house to ¢% did ne 

was enough. We had no right to proceed further, ‘in any event be abstracted from the whole number, ‘cide on the character of these votes. hame 

and make remarks about the committee, or an in- | for {he commitiee cannot adopt the opinion enter-; And, the question being taken, the first resoluv of sla 

dividual member of it, which were of a personal | tained by some thata single illegai vote would vitiate | tion was concurred in. . petitic 

character, or which reflected upon them in any | the whole electoral vote of the college of electors in| And, the question being taken, the second res trade 


manner disrespectfully. Such a practice could not ! which it was given, particularly in cases where the! lution was concurred in. 
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The house refused to suspend the rules to enable 


ur. C. Allan to offer a resolution that the house 


will, on Tharsday next take up, in committee of 
the whole, a bill extending the provisions of an act 
for the relief of certain surviving officers and sol- 
diers of the revolution. 3 

The unfinished business was the petition present- 


} ed on Monday last from certain citizens of the state 


of Kentucky, praying liberal pecuniary aid from 
congress in favor of the objects of the Colonization 


society. 


The said petition had been referred to the com- 
mittee on foreign affairs: and the question now 
ending was the motion heretofore submitted by 
Mr. Adams, to reconsider the vote by which the 
etition had been referred to the said committee. 
Considerable discussion now ensued, and finally the 
motion to reconsider, was, on motion of Mr. Pat- 
ton, laid on the table. Ayes 121, noes not counted. 

A similar petition, presented on Monday last, 
came up as the unfinished business, on the motion 


> to refer the same to the committee on foreign affairs. 


On motion of Mr. Jarvis, the whole subject was 
Jaid on the table. 

Mr. Briggs presented a preamble and resolutions 
from persons of various employments in the county 
of Berkshire, state of Massachusetts, assembled in 
public meeting at Pittsfield, remonstrating against 
the passage of the bill reported from the committee 
of ways and means, in relation to the tariif. 

On motion of Mr. B. the preamble and resolu- 
tions were read, and, Mr. B. intimating his inten- 
tion to submit some remarks to the house, the pre- 
amble and resolutions lie over one day under the 
rule. 


| Mr. Pierce, of New Hampshire, was, on his mo- | 
tion, discharged from the further attendance on the 


judiciary committee, of which-he is a member, in 
order to attend on the select committee of investi- 
cation, of which he is also a member, and which 
has leave to sit during the sittings of the house. 

Petitions and memorials were called for in the or- 
der of states and territories, and were presented by 
Mr. Jarvis, of Maine, Messrs. Cushman and Bean, 
of New Hampshire, and Messrs. Phillips, Briggs, 
Lawrence, 
Massachusetts. Dir. ddams having presented cer- 
tain petitions from other states than that of which 
he is arepresentative, 

Mr. Rodertson raised the question of order, whe- 


ther one member had a right to present petitions | 


from other citizens than those of his own state.— 
The spealcer said it had been the uniform practice 
oi the house that a member might present petitions 
from any state in the union, provided those peti- 
tions were bona fide sent to him for presentation by 
the citizens interested in them. If one member 
were to transfer his petitions to another for presen- 
tation, the question would then come up in a dif- 
ferent form. Mr. Robertson appealed from the de- 
cision, but withdrew the appeal. And Mr. 4dams 
having proceeded to present a petition from certain 
lanabitants of New Hampshire, Mr. Boon renewed 
the point of order; and the speaker having repeated 
his decision, Mr. Boon took an appeal therefrom. 
The appeal was debated by Messrs. Boon, Hardin, 
Mercer, Vinton, Lane and Vanderpoel. When to 
save time, Mr. Boon withdrew the appeal. Mr. 
Chambers, of Kentucky, renewed it. Mr. Patter- 
son demanded the previous question. Mr. Glas- 
cockasked the gentleman from Ohio to withdraw 
the motion, on a promise to renew it, so as to ena- 
ble him (Mr. G.) to submit aremark. Mr. Patter- 
son did not withdraw it; and the house seconded the 
demand forthe previous question. Mr. Glascock 
called for the yeas and nays on ordering the main 
question, which were refused; and the main ques- 
tion was ordered to be now taken. 
ed forthe yeas and nays on the main question, 
Which were ordered. And the main question “Shall 
the decision of the chair stand as the judgment of 
the house?” was taken and decided in the affirma- 
tive—yeas 139, nays 29. So the house affirmed the 
decision of the chair. 

Mr. Adams said he wished the house to recollect 
that more time, thrice told, had been consumed in 
debating this appeal than he had taken up, or 
should take up, in presenting all his petitions. He 
hoped, therefore, the house would not hold him re- 
sponsible for the consumption of time. 

Ph dams thereupon presented sundry other pe- 
tions. 


Mr. A. said he presented the petitions of nine | 


ladies of Fredericksburg, in the state of Virginia. 
He would not name them, because, from the dispo- 
sition which at present prevailed in the country, he 








| 


—— 





Mr. Davis call- | 


ae ry. ; ; a ft 
This was one of those petitions which had seem- | ments of money, goods or effects, for the benefit o 
ed so strange to him when he received it, that he | the Indians, for the year ending on the 30th Septem- 
did not feel a perfect security that it was genuine, | ber; which was referred to the committee on Indian 


and to which he had alluded when he first began | 


the presentation of his petitions. It was sent to 


atlairs, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. Lincoln from the committee to investigate 


him, purporting to be the petition of nine ladies, | the condition of the various executive departments, 


not one of whom should be named by him. Whe- 
ther it was genuine or not, it was not for him to 
determine. 

The petition was ordered to lie on the table un- 
der the resolution. 

The remainder of this day was consumed ina se- 
ries of unpleasant discussions and motions growing 
out of an announcement by Mr. dams that he had 
a petition from twenty-two persons who declared 
themselves to be slaves. The particulars of all 
that transpired on this and subsequent days, are 
promised in the “Intelligencer,” and shall be duly 
laid before our readers. The question pending at 
the time of adjournment was ona motion for cen- 
sure of Mr. 4dams (moved by Mr. Thompson, of 
S. C. being a modification of previous motions) for 
having ‘‘trifled with the house.” 

Tuesday, Feb. 7. The sitting of this day opened 
with the unfinished business of yesterday, being a 
proposed vote of censure on the hon. John Quincy 
Adams, a member of this house, for his course in re- 
ference to acertain petition; and the subject, in dif- 
ferent shapes, occupied the whole of a very long 
day’s session. No question having been taken, at 
six o’clock the house adjourned. 

[As before stated we will in the next “Rrers- 
TER,” publish a detailed statement of all that has 
transpired in relation to the above case.] 

Wednesday, Feb. 8. Mr. E. Whittlesey proposed 
that, as the house, would proceed, at the hour of 
twelve, to the special order, (being the performance 
of a constitutional duty,) the question of privilege 
under consideration at the adjournment of the house 
on yesterday should be postponed, and that the house 
should proceed to the usual morning business. 

Objections having been made, 

Mr. Whittlesey moved to suspend the rule, to ena- 
ble him to submit a motion tothe above effect. 

And, the question being taken, the rule was sus- 


Cushing, Reed, Calhoun and dams of} pended. 


| 


The question on the motionof Mr. £. Whittlesey, 
to postpone the further consideration of the question 
of privilege, was then taken, and decided ta the af- 
firinative. 

So the house passed to the usual morning busi- 
hess. 

The speaker, by general consent, laid before the 
house a communication from the secretary of war ad 
interim, transmitting, in compliance with one of the 
requirements of the 13th section of the act of June 
20, 1834, organizing the Indian department, a list of 
persons engaged in that branch of the public service 
in the pear 1836, their compensation, &c. Laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the secretary of war 
ad interim, transmitting abstracts of the general re- 
turns of the militia of the United States, and of their 
arms, accoutrements and ammunition, for the year 
1836. Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the secretary of the 
treasury, enclosing copies of correspondence with 
his office, in compliance with a resolution of the 


| house of representatives, dated the 30th ultimo, as 


to the land office at Fort Wayne. 

On motion of Mr. Lincoln, referred to the com- 
mittee on public lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a message from the president of the United 
States, in compliance with the resolution of the house 
of representatives of the 3d instant, relative to the 
exploring expedition: and adding, that “he trusts all 
facilities will be given to this exploring expedition 
that congress can bestow, and the honor of the na- 
tion demands.” 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, of Mass. the message 
and accompanying documents were referred to the 
committee of the whole on t! 





he state of the union, 

and ordered to be printed. 
Also, a message from the president of the United 
the United States and Mexico. [The same as pre- 


sented to the senate yesterday—see page 378.] 
The message having been read, 


On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the message ang | 
accompanying documents were referred to the com | and the result declared— 
mittee on foreign affairs, and ordered to be printed.” 
| Also, a communication from the secretary of war| T1In VAN Buren was elected president of the 
ad interim, enclosing copies of orders issued by | United States for four years from the third day of 








States, relative to the condition of affairs between | 


reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the select committee of the house, 
appointed under the resolution of the 17th of Janu- 
ary last, be authorised to direct the printing of as 
many copies of the journal of their proceedings as 


| they may think proper, for the use of the members, 


to be laid on their tables with the report of the com- 
mittee. 

On motion of Mr. C. Johnson, the resolution was 
so modified as to read ‘‘not to exceed 1,030,” (this 
being the usual number). And the resolution, as 
modified, was agreed to. 

Mr. Ashley, from the committee on Indian affairs, 
reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for the payment of such portion of 
annuities to the Missouri band of the Sac and I’ox 
nation of Indians as may appear due to them, under 
the several treaties of 1804, 1824 and 1832, and of 
granting to them such other relief as the circum- 
stances attending their application for payment may 
appear just and proper. 

The said resolution was read and agreed to by 
the house. 

Several bills were read twice and committed, and 
some other business of minor importance transact- 
ed; when, the hour of twelve having arrived, and 
messages to that effect having been interchanged 
between the two houses, the senate, in a body, en- 
tered the hall preceded by their president and secre- 
tary, and were received by the members of the 
house standing, uncovered. 

The president of the senate presided, the speaker 
of the house sitting on his right hand. 

The tellers, Mr. Grundy, of the senate, and Mr. 
Thomas and Mr. Lincoln, of the house, having taken 
their seats, the return of electoral votes from each 
state was opened, read and recorded, the result of 
the whole number of votes being as follows: 
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The president of the senate proclaimed that Manr- 


° | . . . 
‘that department respecting calls for “‘volunteers or! March next; and that for vice president no person 
| I 


| militiamen,” called for by a resolution of the house | voted for had a majority of the whole number of 
Referred | votes, R. M. Jonnson and Francis GRaNnGER be- 


of representatives, dated 26th December. 


aid not know what might happen to them if he did/ to the committee on public lands and ordered to be | ing the two highest on the list. 


hame them. 


trade in the District of Columbia. 


It was not a petition for the abolition | printed. 
of slavery in the District of Columbia, but it was a! 
petition praying congress to put a stop to the slave| transmitting copies of all such accounts as have) 


Also, a communication from the secretary of war 


Lhe annunciation was received with perfect de- 


corum by the house and galleries. 


| been rendered by persons charged with disburse- | house adjourned. 


After the counting of the votes was completed, 


The senate then withdrew to their hall; and the 
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THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 

In the senate. On motion of Mr. Grundy, from 
the committee on the election of president and vice 
president, it was 

Ordered, That the secretary of the senate inform 
the house of representatives, that the senate have 
elected Ricuarp M. Jounson, of Kentucky, vice 
president of the United States, for four years from 
and after the 4th of March next. 

After some other business had been disposed of, 
Mr. Calhoun offered a bill to cede the public lands 
to the new states on certain conditions, which bill 
was, after discussion, laid on the table. 

Mr. Calhoun then rose in his place and stated 
that he had been honored with a communication 
from the chief magistrate in reference to his course 
with regard to the bill, which he should take oc- 
casion now to bring before the senate. He then 
sent to the secretary’s table the following letter. 

[We regret, (says the Intelligencer), that we are 
not able at present to give a copy of this letter. 
Referring to a report of his speech in the Globe, 
Mr. Calhoun is charged with having asserted that 
the peeeseet has been concerned in speculation in 
public lands; that the removal of the deposites was 

a preparatory measure, and the land bill its con- 

summation. It contradicts the truth of the asser- 

tion, and calls on Mr. Calhoun to retract the charge 
in the senate; in case of his refusal to do so, the 
president threatens to publish his letter before leav- 
ing the city. 

he letter was accompanied by a certificate of a 
person present in the gallery during the delivery of 
the speech, and of Mr. Drake, a reporter for the 

Globe, that the report in the Globe states correctly 

what was said by Mr. Calhoun. ] 

Mr. C, said it was not his intention to comment 
on the extraordinary contents of this letter. It ex- 
cited in his bosom no emotions but pity for its 
author, contempt for its menace, and humiliation 
that the chief magistrate of the United States should 
place himself in such an attitude. Nor was it his 
intention to ask protection there, as the representa- 
tive of a sovereign state: he was competent to the 
defence of his own reputation, and so far from be- 
ing intimidated by such a communication from the 
discharge of his duty, its only effect was to embol- 
den‘him the more in denouncing corruption, whe- 
ther in high or in low places. As to the privileges 
of that body, he moult leave it to the body to de- 
fend its own rights. Much less was it his intention 
to comply with the demand of the president. De- 
mand was a term which belonged to equals. In 
the public relation he sustained as a member of the 
senate, he felt himself at least equal to the presi- 
dent of the United States. As a senator, (said Mr. 
C.) I may judge him, he cannot judge me. 

I rise to reiterate here in my place, and to the 
fullest extent, all I before said, and to afford to the 
friends of the administration an opportunity to cor- 
rect the error, if there was one; in which case, I am 
ready at once, and on the spot, to retract the error. 
Mr. C. then went into a recapitulation at large of the 
substance of that part of his speech to which the 
president’s letter had reference. 

_ Mr. Grundy, Mr. Walker, and Mr. Clay succes- 
sively occupied the floor in speeches which we shall 
present as soon as published. 

The land bill was then read a third time, and the 
question being on its passage, 

Mr. Davis spoke at length in opposition to it; 
Mr. Tipton, in explanation of the grounds of his vote 
in its favor; Mr. Ewing and Mr. Clay, in decided 
opposition to it on constitutional among other con- 
siderations; 

_When, the question being at length obtained, the 
bill was passed by yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchan- 
an, Cuthbert, Ewing, of Tlinois, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hubbard, King, of Ala. Linn, Lyon, 
Moore, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, 
Parker, Rives, Robinson, Strange, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Walker, Wright—27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, of Ohio, Kent, King, 
of Georgia, Knight, McKean, Morris, Prentiss, Rob- 
bins, Ruggles, Sevier, Southard, Spence, Swift, 
Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, White—23. 

The title was amended by adding the words, “and 
for other purposes.” 

[For a synopsis of the bill see page 369.] 

The house of representatives was occupied the 
whole day in considering Mr. Adams’ case, but did 
not come to any final action. Particulars hereafter. 





DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 
To merchants. By a recent decision of the se- 


The Cincinnati Post of the 27th ultimo, says— 
“‘There are not less than one hundred thousand bar- 
rels of flour in the towns upon the Ohio river, from 
Pittsburgh to its mouth, waiting a clear river and 
a good stage of water to be sent to market.” 


A correspondent of the Boston Daily Advertiser, 
in an article on the subject of British and American 
steamboats, estimates the tonnage of the latter, at 
the present time, at 150,000 tons—being probably 
three times as many as are in all Great Britain, and 
twice as many as are in all the world, including 
Great Britain. The cost of the American boats is 
estimated to be about thirty-six millions of dollars. 


New York banks. According to the bank com- 
missioners’ report, there are now in operation in the 
state of New York, 98 banks and two branches. 
Ninety of these together with the branches, are sub- 
ject to their supervision. The resources of these 
banks on the first January, were $106,818,952, and 
their liabilities were $68,912,849. The banking 
capital within that state has nearly doubled since 1st 
January, 1832. 


Contested election. The committee in the Vir- 
ginia house of delegates, appointed to report on the 
contested election from Powhatan, between Mr. 
Hopkins and Mr. Scott, eo ge a report of one 
hundred pages, in favor of Mr. Hopkins. The sit- 
ting of one day disposed of only four pages of the 
report. 


It would seem that all the principal cities on the 
Hudson, following the example of Poughkeepsie, are 
to have each daily lines of steamboats plying to 
New York. Hudson is to have not only a daily 
but a semi-weekly line to New York, and two daily 
lines to Albany. 


Children in factories. The citizens of Pittsburgh 
have directed their attention to an amelioration of 
the condition of children in factories. The Mercury 
says, “a meeting on this subject was held on Mon- 
day evening. The committee reported 1,437 sig- 
natures to the memorials to the legislature; and 
about 40 papers not returned. A committee was 
appointed to transmit the memorials to the legisla- 
ture, and one to receive additional signatures.” 

If there be cruelty practised in factories, to the 
children employed there, or if their labor is too 
great or protracted for the immature state of their 
powers, the evil should be investigated and correct- 
ed. 


The number of patients treated under the direc- 
tion of the Philadelphia northern dispensary dur- 
ing the year 1836 was 533, of whom 464 were cured, 
16 died, and 22 remain under treatment. The re- 
ceipts of the institution during the period above 
mentioned amounted to $1,186, including a balance 
from the previous year of $199; and the expen- 
ditures were about $675, leaving a balance in the 
treasury of about $515. 


Letters from Valparaiso, via Rio Janeiro, dated 
22d October, announce the loss of the ship William 
Byrnes, capt. Macoduck, during a violent gale in 
the harbor of Valparaiso. The principal part of 
the cargo had been landed previous to the gale. 
The captain, crew and passengers were saved, with 
the exception of one seaman. 


The lower house of the Missouri legislature has 
passed the mammoth bank bill by a vote of 46 to 25. 
The mother bank is to be at St. Louis, and branches 
are to be established in other parts of the state. 

The bill to expel all foreign bank agencies from 
the state, which had cceaned the house, was also 
passed by the senate in an amended form, so as to 
give it effect on the 15th instant in all cases. The 
amendment, it is supposed, would be concurred in 
by the house. 


Land office frauds. The N. Y. Express says, a 
correspondent at Kalamazoo, Michigan, has sent us 
a letter dated Jan. 25th, from which we make the 
following extract: 

“The persons employed in the land office at 
Gonia, have been detected in defrauding govern- 
ment to a large amount. They entered several 
hundred of the choicest lots, and employed agents 
to sell them at the east. The affair has produced a 
great excitement here, and will probably lead to an 
investigation of the transactions of this office.” 


An express mail lost. The express mail that left 
New York on Tuesday, the 26th ult. was lost over- 
board, or stolen trom the boat between Perth and 
South Amboy.” 


An abolition convention assembled at Harris- 
burgh, Pa. on Tuesday last, about 150 delegates 





cretary of the treasury, the proof of the damage 
upon goods must be lodged in the custom house, | 
within ten running, (not ten working) days after | 
their landing, or it will not be allowed. 


being in attendance. Dr. Le Moyne. of Washing- 
ton county, was elected president. They formed a 
state anti-slavery society. Their sittings were held 
in Alter’s tavern; the house of representatives, by a 





Sa 
vote of 66 to 19 having rejected their application ¢ 
hold their deliberations in the hall of that house.” 


Eigh price of grain. In the city of New Yor, 
within a few days past, 5,000 bushels good white 
German wheat have been sold at 215 cents a bushe| 
A cargo of 15,000 bushels, very prime, of the ero, 
of 1836, is heid at 250 cents. 5,000 bushels rye - 
the spot sold at the high price of 170 cents per 
bushel for distillation. 


In the legislature of Pennsylvania, there are fay. 
mers, 48; lawyers, 14; merchants, 10; cabinet ma. 
kers, 4; physicians, 2; gentlemen, 2; carpenters, 9. 
hatters, 2; millwrights, 2; printers, 2; tanner, 1; mij. 
ler, 1; grocer, 1; artist, 1; blacksmith, 1; account. 
ant, 1; shoemaker, 1; inn keeper, 1; engineer, }. 
surveyor, 1; geological surveyor, 1; silver plater, 1’ 

Birth places. Pennsylvania 91; Jersey 4; Ver. 
mont 1; Rhode Island 1; Ohio 1; Virginia 1; Cop. 
necticut 1. 

In the legislature of Maryland, there are farmers 
40; lawyers, 12; doctors, 8; merchants, 3; teachers, 
3; tanners, 2;inn keepers, 2; manufacturer, 1; black- 
smith, 1; tailors, 2; fisherman, 1; clerk, 1; coach 
maker, 1; miller, 1; collector, 1; printer, 1—80, 


The wheat crop. <A letter to the edi‘ors of the 
National Intelligencer, dated Amherst county, ( Va.) 
Jan. 25, says: ‘“‘Never was there so gloomy a pros. 

ect for wheat in this section, as there is at present, 

n looking over our immense wheat fields, even the 
rich bottoms of James river, scarce a green spot is 
seen, to relieve the eye from its gaze on the cheer- 
less waste of rocks and clods. Flour is now $12 a 
barrel, and unless a rapid improvement in the wheat 
crop takes place in a short time, it will not, in my 
opinion, be less than from 15 to $20. Many con- 
sider the crop as beyond recovery, believing that 
the almost unprecedented frosts of November and 
December destroyed the vitality of the seed.” 


Case of Harry White. We neglected to state 
that Harry White, who was tried as the accessary 


of Richard H. White in the destruction of the trea- 


sury buildings, has been sentenced to ten years im- 
prisonment in the penitentiary of the District of 
Columbia. 


In the legislature of Rhode Island, during its re- 
cent session, a member introduced resolutions in- 
structing the representatives of that state in con- 
gress to endeavor to procure the passage of an act 
abolishing slavery in the District of Columbia.— 
They were rejected by a vote of 46 to 7. 

Mortality in Boston. According to the bill of mor- 
tality the past year, the whole number of deaths in 
the city of Boston was 1,770, being less than the num- 
ber during the preceding year, by 444. The greatest 
number in any one month was in October, being 201. 
The least number was in May, being97._ The deaths 
by lung fever, 82; typhus fever, 47; intemperance 42; 
accidental, 31; suicide, 13; consumption, 238. The 
number of deaths under one year, was 872, viz: 189 
males and 183 females. 


A public meeting was lately held at Mercer, Penn- 
sylvania, of citizens friendly to the construction of 
a railroad from Beaver to Warren, Pennsylvania, by 
the way of Mercer and Franklin. This proposed 
route would intersect the Philadelphia and Erie rail 
road near Franklin, and would also have a connexion 
with the rail road constructing through the southern 
range of counties in the state of New York. 


The convention at Rochester, on the subject of 
the enlargement of the Erie canal, adjourned on the 
19th ult. having adopted a memorial to the legisla- 
ture asking for a law authorising a loan to facilitate 
the enlargement, and pledging the canal tolls for the 
payment of the same. Committees of vigilance for 
the counties interested and acentral committee were 
appointed to superintend the general matters relat- 


ing to the objects of the convention. 


The New York Journal of Commerce complains 
of the great rise in house rents in that city. It says: 

«Six or eight hundred dollars is the least for which 
a house can be obtained within two miles of Wall 
street, to afford comfortable accommodations for a 
moderate family, and a large proportion of such 
houses command ten and twelve hundred dollars.— 
We do not speak of mansions for the rich: they are 
two and three thousand dollars. The pressure of 
rents on the middling classes is severe, though, after 
all, they are generally in prosperous circumstances.” 


Distressing Shipwreck. The barque Suzana, be- 
longing to Macao, (China), while on her passage to 
that place from Bombay, was cast away on the coast 
of Caulan, lat. 11 55, near the end of June Isat, in a 
gale, by which disaster eleven persons lost: their 
lives, including senhor H. A. Leiria, of Macao.— 
The cargo consisted of 1,883 chests of opium, 200 
bales of cotton, &c. and the loss of property is esti- 
mated at more than a million of dollars. 
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